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Move over, 
Queen Mary 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Queen Mary 2 is going to have to share 
her new Brooklyn digs — with mere a princess. 

On Sunday, Princess Cruises new megaliner, 
The Crown Princess, will set sail from the new 
Brooklyn Cruise Ship Terminal in Red Hook, the 
first cruise ship to call the $56 million pier home 


since the QM2 took up residence in April. 

The 3,080-passenger Crown Princess will 
make its maiden voyage — a two-day cruise to 
nowhere for media and cruise industry insiders 
— and return for the traditional champagne-bot- 
de sendoff on Wednesday, June 15. 

Martha Stewart, who has taken the job of official 
“godmother” to the Crown Princess, will be on 
hand to break the bubbly over the bow next week. 

But which ship is Brook- 
lyn’s true royalty? Depends on 
whether you like your boats 
really big or merely gargantu- 

In this comer, is the cham- 
pion, weighing in at 151,000 
tons and 14 decks, just a few 
feet shorter the Empire State 
Building, and with enough 
restaurants to serve the Eighth 
Army — the Queen Mary 2! 

In the far comer, weighing in 
and 19 decks, 
See QUEEN on page 6 



The Crown Princess is storming Queen Mary 2's turf in Red Hook. 



The Crooner’s old lady 

Kathryn Crosby, Bing Crosby's widow, sits behind the Mighty Wurlitzer on the site of 
the old Brooklyn Paramount Theater, where her husband became a legend 75 years 
ago. See story, page 6. 



That's some good grass: Sunset Parker David Cohen leads a band of modern-day Appleseeds. 

Let every pothole 
bloom — with grass! 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn’s new graffiti is grass. 

And its principal artist is David Cohen. 

“I five in one of the least-natural places I’ve ever 
experienced,” said Cohen, a 37-year old artist who 
lives above a tire shop in the gritty nether-hood 
some know as the South Slope and others as Sun- 
set Park. 

Being surrounded by gray infrastructure all 
day encouraged Cohen to create the Seed Project, 
an online club that requires its members to plant 
wheatgrass seeds all over — in plots as small as a 
pothole or as big as a junked Honda. 

Cohen’s flowering movement of so-called 
“seed bombers” plants trees, flowers or grass in 
areas long reserved for industry. 

For example, a small plot of wheatgrass now 
sits on a fence beneath the Williamsburg Bridge, 
planted in a small pot by a Seed Project member. 
Another lived briefly on the side of a Brooklyn- 


Queens Expressway underpass. 

Cohen’s seed has spread to include 139 people, 
mosdy Brooklyn-based artists, and he expects the 
numbers to shoot up after a major seed event next 
week on the Lower East Side. 

Cohen recruits members on a website linked to 
a magazine he publishes, Artworld Digest (www. 
artworldigest.com/seedproject.html), and by ped- 
dling seeds in artsy pockets of Fort Greene and 
Williamsburg. 

“Sometimes I go out with a metal folding table 
and sign artists up,” he said, adding that the tactic 
failed in Soho, where he found “mostly tourists 
and bankers.” 

He posts photographs of lush, green mini- 
yards on his website and, in the fall, plans to pub- 
lish them in Artworld Digest. 

On an academic level, he said his real and 
Web-based fields are a comment on the fragmen- 
tation of the natural world. In reality, they’re a 
See SEED BOMBER on page 6 


Yards 

racial 

fire 

Ratner foe hit 
over remark 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The mud-slinging that surrounds the Atlan- 
tic Yards project returned to a classic wedge 
issue — race — this week, when the project’s 
loudest opponent made what some on both 
sides of the development divide interpreted as 
a racially insensitive remark. 

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn spokesman 
Daniel Goldstein described the relationship between 
Yards developer Bmce Ratner and some of his black 
allies as one of “wealthy white masters” and slaves. 
Goldstein later apologized for his wording. 

The comment came during a heated email ex- 
change between Goldstein and Daily News political 
gossip blogger Ben Smith in which Goldstein criti- 
cized Smith for giving black-led organizations such 
as BUILD and ACORN a free ride. Both groups re- 
ceive funding from Ratner (see editorial, page 4). 

‘When are you going to start outing all the bulls — t 
on the other side of the Atlantic Yards issue?” Gold- 
stein asked Smith. “Or is their power too scary for 
you that you have to smack [Yards opponents] while 
. . . astroturf groups and their wealthy white masters 
[avoid] your wicked barbs?” The News’s coverage of 
Ratner’s project has been generally favorable; both 
the newspaper and its lead local columnist, Errol 
Louis, have strongly endorsed the project. 

Goldstein’s comments were a hot topic hours lat- 
er at a candidates’ fomm. 

“I told Dan he should apologize, and he did,” said 
Bill Batson, a project opponent running for Assem- 
bly, disavowing Goldstein’s comment. 

But race has never been far from the surface of the 
Atlantic Yards debate, with some noting that Ratner 
has played the game early and often. In April, former 
Black Panther Bob Law, now a Prospect Heights mer- 
chant, charged Ratner with race-baiting for hawking 
his mega-project mostly via basketball. 

“He has the audacity to talk about a basketball 
stadium, like black people would be impressed,” 
Law said of Ratner. 

In that highly charged context, Goldstein defend- 
ed himself: “Our opponents are not black people. 
Our opponents are the powerful interests trying to 
run roughshod over our neighborhoods.” 


MORE COWS THAN JEWS 


Kane St. Synagogue, now 150, 
began when B'klyn was farmland 


By Sara Vogel 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Jewish people are as native to Brooklyn as 
the bagel. 

But historians from the Kane Street Synagogue say 
there was a time when more cows roamed the borough 
than Jews. 

“[Brooklyn in the 1830s] was all farmland,” said 
Carol Levin, a trustee of the congregation, formally 
known as Baith Israel Anshei Ernes, which is holding 
its 150th anniversary gala this week at the Brooklyn 
Marriott. 

To prepare for Wednesday’s gala, the synagogue’s 
historians sifted through the remains of a century and 
a half of prayer services, Sunday school picnics and 


annual dinner dances — and in the process discovered 
juicy details about their ancestors and Brooklyn’s past. 

The Jews who founded the original congregation in 
1856, for instance, escaped the gangs of New York for 
the “suburbs” of Brooklyn. 

They were middle-class people, mostly of German 
stock — haberdashers, brewers, tailors, butchers and 


factory owners. 

They shared the pro-Civil War spirit of Brooklyn 
poet Walt Whitman and other Brooklyn Democrats, 
despite the draft riots that burned through lower Man- 
hattan, said Levin and former congregation president, 
Judith Greenwald. 

See KANE STREET on page 6 



The Kane Street Synagogue's original building, built in the 1850s, stood on Boerum Place. 



Hey, , Bruce, listen up! 

Rocker Dan Zanes — the Bob Dylan of the under-1 0 set — packed an anti-Atlantic Yards benefit concert 
Saturday at Hanson Place United Methodist Church in Fort Greene. The former Del Fuegos frontman, a 
member of the celeb-packed Develop Don't Destroy Brooklyn advisory board, performed his folk-tinged 
anthems after being introduced by fellow board member Steve Buscemi (see story, right). 


Yards rivals on same ‘path’ 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

No need to clean your glasses — that 
is Steve Buscemi and Charles Gargano 
posing together (photo right). 

Has hell frozen over? 

Not quite. The anti-Atlantic Yards 
thespian and pro- Yards chairman of the 
Empire State Development Corporation 
earned their leaves on the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden’s “Celebrity Path” last 
week in a ceremony that required some 
dicey commingling. 

Some say such mixing and matching 
is part of the beauty of Brooklyn. (Others 
say Buscemi shoulda decked him.) 

“Only in Brooklyn would these people 
be all together,” said Brian Vines, spokes- 
man for Borough President Markowitz. 
“Their love of Brooklyn was the guiding 
principle.” 

But many were mystified why Garga- 
no, a bureaucrat, was even on a “celebri- 
ty” path. “I could think of better Brook- 
lyn celebrities,” said one political insider. 
“But, then again, the thought of stepping 
on his name is rather fu lfillin g,” 

The three honorees were chosen by 
Markowitz, Markowitz-appointed Bor- 
ough Historian Ron Schweiger, and the 


Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Markowitz 
said that the inductees differ on politics, 
but they do share a certain something. 

“Like all celebrity path honorees, this 
year’s inductees possess that unique 
Brooklyn combination of pride and 
swagger, tinged with humility and self- 
lessness,” said Markowitz. 

Gargano was chosen for applying 
those “Brooklyn sensibilities to initiatives 
such as the redevelopment of the World 
Trade Center site,” Markowitz’s office 
said in a statement. 

Few would consider that stalled redevel- 
opment an accomplishment, yet Gargano’s 
name is now tucked between those of 
George Gershwin and veteran character ac- 
tor Vincent Gardenia on the Garden Web 
site’s list of inductees, and his bronze leaf 
lies along the Japanese Garden walkway. 

The Celebrity Path, the humble cousin 
of the Hollywood Walk of Fame, was in- 
augurated in 1985. In 2005, it was ex- 
panded to include both cultural icons and, 
more broadly, “civic leaders.” 

For his part, Gargano, who was bom 
in Italy but grew up in Park Slope, said 
he was thrilled to be honored. “Every- 
where I go, I carry Brooklyn in my heart, 
and am deeply grateful to be recognized 
this way.” 



Empire State Development Corp. Chairman Charles Gargano 
(left) is kept from his archrival, actor Steve Buscemi (right), by 
Beep Markowitz and Wendy Wasserstein's niece, Pamela. 
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Health, Mend & Body 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 



(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 


• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 



• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dds 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.j ackirwindds .com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


f Quality Dentistry 1 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day ! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 


10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) f 

TZir (718) 622-8020 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mEgi .aoM 

789-5700 


^ MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Abo vo Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

* Root Canal * Gum Treatment 

All Union and Insurance W SPECIAL ATTENTION 
Plans and Medicaid “ 

Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 



GENERAL PRACTICE 


When was YOUR 
last physical? 


Anahid Nisanian, MD 
Andras Fenyves, MD 
Rossana Dilmanian, MD 

Primary Care 
Internal Medicine 

Cf&UMttUS 



558 Atlantic Ave. I 718-802-1110 

I bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. Mon & Wed: 8am-7pm; Tue & Thu: 8am-5pn 

(just off Flatbush Ave) | Friday: 8am-7pm; Saturday: 9am-1pm 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 



“Providing Products and Services 
That Promote Emotional Health” 

• Adult Counseling for Substance Abuse, Depression, 
Relationships, Grief and Loss 

• Adolescent Counseling for Substance Use, 


• Advanced Recovery Support Groups 

• DMV Drinking Driver Program Evaluations 

• Department of Transportation DOT SAP 
Back-To-work Evaluations 

• Sliding Scale Rates ‘Insurance Reimbursable 

( 718 ) 436-3734 • ( 516 ) 521-3405 

Park Slope Office • u 


Experienced Psychotherapist 

Individual, family and couples. Specializing in treatment of 
adolescents and adults with depression, anxiety and rela- 
tionship issues. Tobi Peck, LCSW. Brooklyn Heights location 
near Boro Hall. Sliding scale fee. Insurance accepted. 

(212)613-3006. 



BROOKLYN 

BRIEFS m 


More charges 
hit architect 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The city has expanded 
its investigation of prolific 
Brooklyn architect Robert 
Scarano to include a 
charge of negligence in- 
volving the death of a con- 
struction worker last year. 

Worker Anthony Duncan 
was killed when a one-story 
garage wall collapsed during a 
routine excavation at a building 
on Ocean Parkway in Kensing- 
ton designed by Scarano. 

The latest charges, filed by 
the Department of Buildings 
last month, contend that Scara- 
no failed to guarantee safe 
construction and insure the 
stability of neighboring struc- 
tures, like the garage wall that 
toppled on Duncan. 

The Department of Build- 
ings also charged Scarano 
with negligence at three job 
sites in Brooklyn and one in 


Manhattan, where excavations 
overseen by the architect left 
adjacent dwellings “structural- 
ly unsound.” 

If the DOB wins, the archi- 
tect will lose his ability to 
“self-certify” his designs, the 
coveted right to sign off on 
building plans without city re- 

As reported in The Brook- 
lyn Papers, the DOB filed a 
first round of charges against 
Scarano in February, accusing 
him of certifying 17 designs 
that are larger than current 
zoning law allows. 

The new papers concentrate 
on violations that threaten 
“public safety and welfare.” 

Scarano declined to com- 
ment on the latest charges. In 
an earlier interview with The 
Brooklyn Papers, he blamed 
the earlier charges on chatty ri- 
vals who urged the city to in- 
vestigate him as a way of 



Architect Robert Scarano is facing new charges, including 
one of negligence that may have led to a death at a con- 
struction site. 


slowing him down. 

“Not to sound egotistical, 
but it’s jealously,” he said at 
the time. 

“We’ve changed the face of 
what Brooklyn buildings look 
like. With change comes re- 
sistance.” 

Scarano is right that the 
charges could slow him down. 


Losing his privilege of self- 
certification — a common ac- 
creditation that speeds up the 
building process and saves 
money for developers and the 
city — would dull his compet- 
itive edge, experts said. 

An administrative trial is 
scheduled for July 12. 

— Ariella Cohen 



Two auctions, 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Two groups back- 
ing different visions 
for a park on the 
Brooklyn water- 
front held back-to- 
back fundraisers last week 
— and even some support- 
ers couldn’t tell the events 
apart. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy, which is pushing 
for a residential and commercial 
development that promises to 
include open space and water- 
front access, took in $350,000 
from its supporters on June 1 . 

One night earlier, the Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park Defense Fund, 
which is suing to block the con- 
dos-in-a-park scheme supported 
by the Conservancy and operat- 
ed by a state agency, raised roughly $50,000. 


one art snafu 


New York Times Review of Books cartoonist David Levine 

— who supports the Defense Fund — donated a sketch for the 
auction, but accidentally sent it to the Conservancy first. 

“I wanted to help the group that wants the park without the 
fancy apartments, but the names [of the groups] are confusing,” 
said the renowned illustrator. “I just dropped it off somewhere 
and then I realized there was a mix-up.” Levine’s etching of 
Brooklyn Bridge builder John A. Roebling (left) eventually sold 

— at the Defense Fund auction — for more than $1,000. 
Generally speaking, the Defense Fund auction was the homier 

one, with items including “homemade deserts for your next dinner 
party,” dinners at DUMBO eateries and a weekend in Cape Cod. 

Conservancy supporters whipped out their checkbooks for such 
items as two weeks in a historic 17th-century farmhouse in Cameret- 
sur-Mer, France (which went for $5,000), three days on a 57-foot 
yacht (also $5,000) and a dinner with Borough President Markowitz 
and his wife Jamie at Tuscany Grill (a steal at $3,300). 

The grass-roots foes of the Brooklyn Bridge Park’s high-rise plan 
chalked up the Conservancy’s lush offerings — and big cash — to 
real-estate developers, and their Brooklyn Heights neighbors, who 
they say stand to make big bucks if the park is built as planned. 

Conservancy folks attributed their larger haul to their wider 
support in the community and their skills as professional 
fundraisers. — Cohen 


Cross ! Man arrested, but law’s 
town ! heat is still on Guttman 



on a 
bike 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Biking Brooklyn is 
about to get easier. 

The Department of Trans- 
portation will create five 
miles of new bike lanes link- 
ing Prospect Park, Fort 
Greene Park, the Manhattan 
Bridge and the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard. 

The new bike 
corridor — which 
will be completed 
by this fall — will 
create an easy 
route between Pros- 
pect Heights and t 
Williamsburg, now only ' ’ 
connected by the pokey 
B-61 bus and the G train. 

One new lane will connect 
existing lanes on Dean Street 
and Bergen Street to a new 
bike corridor on Carlton Av- 
enue that will run to Flushing 
Avenue. Riders can then fol- 
low pothole-riddled Kent Av- 
enue directly into Williams- 
burg and Greenpoint. 

Another new lane will be 
installed on Willoughby Av- 
enue from Washington Park 
at Cumberland Street going 
eastbound to Myrtle Avenue 
in Bushwick, a hot destina- 
tion for young artists. 

But while DOT officials 
believe the route will im- 
prove the connection be- 
tween the disparate neighbor- 
hoods, at least one Fort 
Greene loyalist has his 
doubts. 

“I think the bikeways will 
be great,” said Chris Gullian, 
who bikes daily from his 
apartment to his job in 
Greenpoint. 

“But I don’t think it will 
make me want to go to those 
obnoxious bars [in Williams- 
burg] anymore than I have 


The Brooklyn Papers 

A homeless man was arrested this 
week for starting the massive fire that 
devastated a series of warehouses along 
the rapidly developing Greenpoint water- 
front. 

The arrest of Leszek Kuczera, 59, takes 
some — but not all — of the heat off build- 
ing owner Joshua Guttman, whom many 
suspected had a role in the fire. 

This week. District Attorney Charles 
Hynes hit Guttman and his son Jack, with 
434 counts of failure to maintain property, 
one count for each day that the Guttmans 
failed to make repairs ordered by the city, 
Hynes said. 


According to police, the May 2 Green- 
point fire started when Kuczera and another 
man tried to burn the insulation off copper 
wiring from the mostly abandoned struc- 
tures. The buildings burned down in a fan- 
tastic blaze that raged for several days. 

Other Guttman buildings have been 
damanged by fires, including a 2004 blaze 
that gutted 247 Water St., a now-vacant 
structure in DUMBO. 

Unlike the Greenpoint fire, though, such 
blazes have not been solved. The Green- 
point Market, like Guttman’s building on 
Water Street, is slated for a lucrative rede- 
velopment. 

Guttman’s office refused to comment. 

— Brendan Mysliwiec 


Cyclones mascot 
Sandy the Seagull. 


Clones to 
have a ‘ball’ 


The Brooklyn Papers 

That’s a hell of a pitch. 

To mark the Cyclones’ opening day 
on June 20, an oversized baseball will 
be loaded onto a truck at Borough 
Hall and given a police escort as it 
makes its way through the streets of 
Brooklyn in time to be thrown out to 
Keyspan Park. 

The Cyclones are calling it the 
“longest first pitch ever.” The ball will 
travel 24 miles, past 114 delis, 45 
pizzerias and 247 traffic lights, the 
team said. 

The race will begin at 2:15 at Bor- 
ough Hall, where Borough President 
Markowitz will lead fans in a chorus 
of “Take me out to the ballgame.” 

From there, the ball will enjoy the 
borough’s sites, including Grand Army 
Plaza, Green- Wood Cemetery, the Cy- 
clone and even Peggy O’Neill’s bar, a 
legendary post-game watering hole. 

The real first pitch — the one that 
counts against the Staten Island Yan- 
kees — is 7:10. 

This is the Cyclones’ sixth season in 
the Class A New York-Penn League. 
Last season marked the first time the 
Clones failed to make the playoffs. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 
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No food, no cash in rob try 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

This time the food ban- 
dits left empty-handed. 

A trio of thugs tried to rob a 
28-year-old deliveryman after 
he dropped off an order on 
Columbia Street, near Presi- 
dent Street, around 8:30 pm 
on June 2, police said. 

The attack marks at least 
the third such incident in the 
north end of Brooklyn. Police 
in Bensonhurst have also been 
plagued by at least four simi- 
lar robberies this year. 

In the latest heist, three 
thieves on bikes rode up to the 
deliveryman and tried to distract 
him with a jewelry offer. “You 
want to see my chain?’ one man 
asked, suggesting it was for sale. 

That’s when a second rob- 
ber held onto the delivery- 
man’s own bike, and his ac- 
complices went through the 
victim’s pockets. The thieves 
found nothing and fled toward 
Union Street. 

The victim described the 
would-be thieves as Hispanic 
men, all roughly 5-foot-6. 
Two wore black sweaters and 
the third dressed in red. 

On May 27, two thieves 


POLICE BLOTTER 


were collared after robbing a 
deliveryman from a Spanish- 
style restaurant in Park Slope. 

And police are still search- 
ing for the man who stole $10 
and a pizza from a teen in 
Boerum Hill on March 19. 

Cloak & mugger 

A trio of thieves robbed an 
18-year-old walking home 
along Court Street early on 
June 3, police said. 

The three men covered 
their faces with their sweat- 
shirts when they surrounded 
the teen near the comer of 
Huntington Street at 12:45 
am. They pushed him against 
a wall and rifled his pockets, 
then ran off toward Smith 
Street with his cellphone, keys 
and wallet, which held a 
Metrocard and $4. 

Burglar burrows 

An aspiring thief broke into 
the basement of a Court Street 
bodega and futilely tried to chop 
his way upstairs, police said. 

Workers locked up the store, 
near Garnet Street, at 10 pm on 


DOWNTOWN DINING 


Visiting DUMBO? 

Your table is waiting at 
WATER STREET RESTAURANT 



American 
Cuisine served in 
an 1887 
converted Seaport 
Warehouse 


% 


66 Water Street, DUMBO, Brooklyn 

Available for private parties or corporate events 

r.waterstreetrestaurant.com • Reservations: (718) 625-9352 


Free Pasta 
Buffet 

starts at 5pm, Friday, June 16 

Happy Hour 4-6 pm O 

'CMbrating ° u \ <1 




139 Montague Street * 718.85S.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


June 2. When they arrived to 
open up the following day, they 
discovered the front-door lock 
had been damaged, but not 
opened. The prowler had gotten 
into the basement and taken an 
ax to the ceiling, chopping at 
the beams above him to break 
through to the store upstairs. 

Apparently, the plan failed. 
But at least it didn’t alert the 
neighbors, who told police 
they didn’t hear a thing. 

Doubly anxious 

An afternoon of free com- 
puter use at a Brooklyn 
Heights library branch proved 
painfully expensive — and 
extremely nerve-wracking — 
for one California native. 

The woman, now living in 
Brooklyn Heights, stationed 
herself at a terminal inside the 
Cadman Plaza West branch 
around 4:45 pm on May 31 
and nestled her handbag be- 
side her, according to police. 
But when she left the comput- 
er five minutes later, she for- 
got to take the purse with her. 

Her mistake wasn’t lost an- 
other library patron, a woman 
with dreadlocks wrapped in a 
silver-head scarf and sporting 
a colorful shirt. The library’s 
surveillance cameras captured 
the woman sitting at the com- 
puter, lingering for a moment, 
then snatching the bag and 
walking out of the library. 

Police said they know the 
suspect’s name, but she has not 
yet been apprehended. And the 
victim hasn’t yet recovered her 
bag — and she may be anxious 
to do so. Police said the purse 
held her wallet, with credit 
cards, a University of San Fran- 
cisco ID card, nearly $200, 
make-up, a disposable camera 
— plus a prescription bottle 
filled with Valium, an anti-anx- 
iety medication. 

For a buck 

A Bergen Street resident 
suffered a swollen, bloody eye 
during a knifepoint robbery 
shortly after midnight on June 
3, police said. 


The thug mshed the victim 
as the man tried to enter his 
home, near Fourth Avenue. He 
flashed the knife, demanded the 
man’s wallet and bashed him in 
the face with his fist. The robber 
ran towards Fourth Avenue, 
while the victim took a trip to 
Long Island College Hospital. 

The beating earned the rob- 
ber some credit cards, insurance 
identification and all of $1. 

The victim couldn’t de- 
scribe his attacker in detail, 
but said he could identify him 
from a photo lineup. 

Deadly serious 

A pair of armed robbers 
jumped a 33-year-old woman 
walking on Bergen Street, 
near Smith Street, around 10 
pm on May 30, police said. 

The two crept up behind 
the victim and one grabbed 
her in a choke-hold. The sec- 
ond thug put a gun to her face 
and announced, “You think 
we’re playing with you? We’ll 
f — king kill you!” 

The thieves grabbed her 
bag, which held keys, credit 
cards and her Social Security 
card — but no cash — and 
bolted down Bergen. 

Police are searching for two 
black men, both roughly 5- 
foot-l-inch tall. The gunman 
wore a white shirt, red pants 
and a black hat. His accom- 
plice stuck with the criminal’s 
favorite — basic black. 

Sunday surprise 

It came as a shock to them 
both. 

When the burglar wandered 
into an office in a Bridge 
Street building around 12:30 
pm on May 28 — a Sunday 
— he didn’t expect to see the 
woman working inside. And 
the 29-year-old professional 
who was trying to take advan- 
tage of a quiet office certainly 
was startled by the stranger’s 

“What are you doing 
here?” she asked, according to 
police reports. 

That sent the thief scamper- 
ing from the building, near 
Front Street. But not before he 
managed to steal a $2,000 
mountain bike, a wireless key- 
board, a purse with credit 


:o a Toy- 


cards, $80 and keys ti 
ota Highlander. 

Bag swap 

Within seconds, a thief man- 
aged to steal the seeds of one 
woman’s American dream. 

The robber targeted a 
Nigerian woman shopping on 
Court Street near Joralemon 
Street at 1 pm May 26, police 
said When the 31-year-old wom- 
an put down her bag while 
browsing at a vendor’s table, 
the mugger made his move. 

The victim never saw who 
snatched her bag, which held 
her Nigerian passport. Social 
Security card, bank checks, 
credit cards, her cellphone and 
$180 in gold jewelry. Also in 
the purse was a certificate 
showing she had completed 
five hours at a driving class 
and professional paperwork 
that identified her as a nurse. 


World-Class 
Reproductive 
Medicine 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is proud to present 

First Class 
Day Care 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2.6-6 


i/ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 
i / Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

/ Integrated Program 

V Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

V Safe and Nurtumg environment 
o' Spacious Well-Equipped 

classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 



In the world 
of high-tech 
fertility treatment, 
understanding all the 
options available 
be daunting. 

At Genesis, we want you 
to focus on your dreams, 
while we focus on the medicine. 

If you are trying to have a baby, the solution 
to your problem may be easier than you imagine. 

Richard V. Grazi MD and David B. Seifer MD 
are participating providers of Aetna, Blue Cross, 
Cigna, GHI, Oxford, The Empire Plan and United 
Health Care. 


GENESIS — 


1355 84th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11228 
Tel: 718-283-8600 
www.genesisfertility.ct 


savesmscents.com 

— Fragrances For Every Occasion — 


• "Essential Oils 

• "fragrance / "Body Oils 

• Incense & Candles 

• "Bath & "Body Supplies 

• "Wholesale - 


- no mimmums 


4 


Now moving takes 
less out of you. 

Gel 10-25% off moving boxes and supplies. 



93 Montague St (at Hicks St) 
279 Columbia St., Carroll Gardens • 888-8-SCENTS H Brooklyn Heights 


Have you seen us lately? 1 

__ A 

• Eye Exams 

• Designer Frames 

• Contact Lenses 

• Children's Frames 

• Sunglasses 

• Sports Glasses 

o 

Heights Vision 
Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 


718-802-0900 

Open 7 Days a Week! The UPS Store 


IP 


Ted Rothstein, DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 

A winning smile is a priceless asset 
Clear Orthodear 

BRACES f 

Standard Lingual 




35 Remsen St. Brooklyn Heights 
www.drted.com drted35@aol.com 


(718) 852-1551 fj 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford 6f Eva J. Cranford 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of Avenue X Dental, PLLC. Arts of 
Organization filed with Secy of State NY (SSNY) on 
7/21/2005. Office location: Kings County. PLLC formed 
for the practice of professional dentistry. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent of PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process c/o SCOTT J. 
STEINER, P.C., 2 WILLIAM STREET, SUITE 302, WHITE 
PLAINS, NEW YORK 10601. BP28 

Notice is hereby given that a license, serial #1178208, 
for Beer and Wine has been applied for by the under- 
signed to sell beer and wine at retail in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 3099 
Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 for on-premises 
consumption; Ichi Raku Brooklyn Inc. BP24 

June 6, 2006. Friends of Community Board 6 Inc., in col- 
laboration with Friends and Residents of Greater Go- 
wanus, has applied for NYS Departments of State and 
Environmental Conservation Brownfield Opportunity 
Area Program Fund, the application will be available for 
review until July 10, 2006: 250 Baltic Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11201; 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Monday-Friday. BP23 



BROKERS THAT 
WORK FOR YOU! 


One Call, Does It All! 

LOW RATES with the BEST SERVICE! 


INSURANCE COVERAGE 

Home / Business / Commercial / Auto 


I Brooklyn Village Insurance Agency I 

99 Smith St. (near Atlantic Ave.) • (718) 237-5100 I 


Mailbox^** 

H9 9 V month *, 
Convenient 
Court St. location 

Yearly Rental 

mtajs 

- B2B3 

• Internet 

I | * Copies 
i l • Resume 

1 } Service 

1 • Notary 

* Service 

* Shippers Express • 858-6969 

41 Schermerhorn St. at Court 


The Floral Heights 

Graduation 

Bouquet 

starting at $35 





107 Atlantic Ave. | 

(bet. Henry & Hicks) 

L /l jMrz&lM www - flora ' heights - com 

I (718) 625-2066 




sfSATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci - 
sion timepieces and fine gifiivare 
at prices to fit every budget. 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • glBHm 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


i Court Express 

. BROOKLYN’S — “ 

! 1 CAR 

■ SERVICE 

| Airport Servici 

| - LGA: $25 

- • JFK: $35 

- NWK: $40 

■ 710 - 237-0000 

\ 24 Hour • "7 Day Dispatch y 



Loose 
Dentures? ' 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, B" 
have the “Mini-Implant System" 
placed in less than two hours, J 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months df healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 


*ONLY $495 I Call today for your FREE Consultation 

FOR DENTURE! | 718-833-6895 

Limited Time Offer | 461 77th street - Bay Ridge 
_ ™ th _^ J www.oraldentalcare.com 
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DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN’S 





f~sWyi/ 400 - 5th Avenue (7th St.) 

f (718) 369-3103 

i| 2.11 Open 7 days • 10am - 8pm 


5th Avenue Cat Clinic 


376 

7th Ave. 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 


the Fine Artist, 
Graphic Artist, 
Student 

I and Children 


369-4969 


Men's & Women's Haircut . . $1 3.99 -hup 
Full Foil Highlights $59.99 -hup 

WAXING 

Full Leg .... $32 Under Arm . $10 
Lower Leg . . $18 Full Arm . . . $23 
Basic Bikini . $15 Half Arm . . . $20 

WE DO THREADING 

FREE MASSAGE WITH ANY SERVICE 

Remy's Hair Salon 

418 8th St. (betw. 7th & 8th Aves.) • (71 8) 788-6400 


Fermented 
jvgp Grapes 

wines (& spirits) 


651 Vanderbilt Ave. 

www.fermentedgrapes.net 

(718) 230-3216 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 


' 


Alan R. Kling. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, 


G, M.D. 

ATOLOGIST 

r, Skin & Nails ' 


lOOO Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


Air Conditioner 
Headquarters 


Featuring: Friedrich, G.E., 

LG, and Westpointe 

Jhuzi/<xJlu£, 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

We AppreciateYour Business! 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 | 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • QS||| 


FREE MANICURE 

J, (after 10 manicures) 

Manicure • Pedicure • Complete Nail Care 
• Professional Eyebrow Shaping 
Waxing • Massage • Relaxing Environment 


LASERS 


Are Ninth Street break-ins related? 


SUMMER VACATION CAN START TODAY 
FOR AS LOW AS 


FAMILY MEMBERSHIP JUST $250 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police are investigating 
whether two Park Slope 
break-ins, both in late May 
and both on Ninth Street, 


are related. 

In the first entry, thieves 
burgled an apartment between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
sometime after 7 pm on May 
28. When the 25-year-old res- 


ident returned home the fol- 
lowing night, her window 
was open and nearly $4,000 
in valuables had disappeared. 

The loss included a laptop, 
a Palm Pilot, 40 DVDs, a 
pink-and-denim purse, a sil- 
ver jewelry box and three 
pairs of shoes, worth $300 to- 

On May 31, just five doors 
down the block, a burglar 
climbed through a window to 
get inside a building, police 
said. 

The 22-year-old tenant 
said he “left the widow open 
a small amount for air,” 
which allowed the thief to 
climb in from the fire escape 
without smashing the glass. 

Another tenant in the 
building told police that the 
door to the roof is unsecured. 
The robber probably crossed 
the blacktop, since police 
found tar- stained footprints 
on the victim’s bed sheets. 
Missing from the apartment 
was a Dell computer and a 
Sony Viao, which, as the thief 
may have discovered, was al- 
ready broken. 

Police searched the apart- 
ment building and two aban- 
doned structures next door, 
but found no sign of the tar- 
heeled burglar. 

Tables turned 

Police arrested two teenage 
thieves when their victim 
teamed up with a bystander 
and chased the boys down. 

The teens snatched a cell- 
phone from the hands of a 
24-year-old victim walking 
along Seventh Avenue, near 
St. Johns Place, just after 2 
pm on June 3. When the vic- 
tim turned around and gave 
chase, a bystander managed 
to grab the thieves and re- 
capture the phone. 

Police Officer Miguel 
Casanova, of the 78th 
Precinct, handcuffed the 
young thieves, age 17 and 19, 
who are now facing grand 
larceny charges. 

Spit and demolish 

A pair of thugs attacked a 
Fifth Avenue bodega owner 
with mucus — and a weapon 
— around 6:30 pm on May 
30, police said. 

It’s not clear what prompt- 
ed the two men to target the 
38-year-old victim inside his 
store, which is at 11th Street. 
They came in, spat at his face 
and smacked him over the 
head with a hard object, leav- 
ing him with minor cuts and 
bruises. 

Police were unable to track 
down the assailants that day, 
and the victim couldn’t de- 
scribe them in detail. 

Restaurant raid 

A would-be thief broke 
into an Indian restaurant on 
Seventh Avenue and Union 
Street, but left without curry 
or cash, police said. 

Employees closed the 
eatery around 11:30 pm on 
May 31. When a 54-year-old 
worker arrived for the lunch 
shift 12 hours later, the small 
glass panel on the restaurant’s 
outer door was smashed and 
the inside door kicked open. 

The hopeful burglar pulled 
the cash register from the 
counter and dragged it down- 
stairs to the basement, where 
he abandoned it with the 
drawer open. The machine 
must have been cleaned out 


Shaved mug 

A 41-year-old man emerging 
from a Dean Street barbershop 
may have looked like a million 
bucks — but a pickpocket 
quickly found that he wasn’t 
actually worth that much. 

The thief targeted his 
freshly coiffed victim when 
he emerged from the shop, 
which is between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, at 2:15 pm on 
June 3, police said. 

The mugger bumped into 
the man, plucked the wallet 
from his coat and disap- 
peared. 

When the victim checked 
his pocket five minutes later, 
he realized the wallet was 
gone. It held credit cards, 
medical insurance informa- 
tion and $15. 

Burglar burrows 

An aspiring thief broke into 
the basement of a Court Street 
bodega and futilely tried to 
chop his way upstairs, police 

Workers locked up the 
store, near Garnet Street, at 10 
pm on June 2. When they ar- 
rived to open up the following 
day, they discovered the front- 
door lock had been damaged, 
but not opened. The prowler 
had gotten into the basement 
and taken an ax to the ceiling, 
chopping at the beams above 
him to break through to the 
store upstairs. 

Apparently, the plan failed. 
But at least it didn’t alert the 
neighbors, who told police 
they didn’t hear a thing. 


by a manager the night be- But those hands left behind 
fore, because police said the a present for police in the form 
thief departed empty-handed. of a nice, clean fingerprint. 


Dance class 

Costumed performers waiting in the wings cheer on 
their friends at "Let's Dance," PS 39's annual pre-K 
through second grade festival. Cops shut down Sixth 
Avenue near Eighth Street for Tuesday's event, allow- 
ing parents and friends to enjoy the festivities in front 
of the Park Slope school's 130-year-old building. 

— Sara Vogel 


2nd Entree 
Half Price! 

(or Free Children’s Meal) 


• Extensive wine list m 

• Catering available M / ? 

• Open 7 days for dinner & M / 

6 days for lunch and brunch m # 

lack 6 

519 Fifth Avenue 1 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn 
(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) \ 

718.965.8675 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/\A 718 222-4900 

\\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-iopm weekends 


u 


7 am-l 0 pm weekdays, 9 am-ioptn weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]2J DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 




• Laser Surgery 

• Boarding 
with a View 

• No Barking 

• Stress Free 



Mon-Th: 10am-8pm 
Fri-Sun: 10am-5pm 

EBJIMm 


225 5th Ave. (at President St.) 

(718) 398-1187 


Why wait? Give yourself a head start on summer! Take advantage of special summer rates between now 
and June 30, and enjoy everything your neighborhood YMCA has to offer through Labor Day. 

Special summer memberships are available at every YMCA of Greater New York location. Choose yours 
at www.ymcanyc.org. 

The sooner you join, the sooner it's summer! 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD YMCA FORTHE SUMMER AND 
YOU'LL WANT TO BELONG FOR LIFE! 


Memberships valid through September 4, 2006, and are non-transferable. Pricing may vary at some locations. 
YMCA membership and programs are open to everyone, and financial assistance is made available to those in need. 
Ask for a financial assistance application at your local YMCA. 












FDA Approved: No Drugs. No Surgery 

MIGRAINE HELP 
BREAKTHROUGH 

82% of sufferers find relief 


Dr. HARVEY M. FREED, 
is now offering the new NTI- 
tss neuromuscular suppression 
device for the prevention of 
migraine pain. In a recent 
clinical trial, 82% of migraine 
sufferers had a 77% average 
reduction in migraines, with- 
out using drugs or having 
surgery. 

Previous studies had revealed 
that chronic headache suffer- 
ers’ temporal muscles contract 
during certain sleep stages 14 
times more intensely than 
normal. This neuromuscular 


To prevent this activity, 
a small and surprisingly com- 
fortable device is custom fit by 
a dentist to fit over the upper 
two front teeth only, thereby 
preventing the back molar 
teeth from touching each 
other. This differs greatly from 
the norm, in that traditional 
mouthpiece 
allowed for greats 



Dr. Harvey M. Freed (718) 745-1818 

“SS 8440 Fort Hamilton Pkwy 
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Pricey sunglasses fail 
to hide thief’s identity 



CLASSES 

Tailored to Individual Needs and Talent 

WED: 4-7pm; SAT: 9-12noon • (718) 236-7332 

n BROOKLYN ART | 

B9 7709 5th Avenue 



By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested a 28-year- 
old man after he allegedly 
smashed the window of a 
Ford Explorer and escaped 
with more than $1,500 in 
goods on May 30. 

The vehicle’s 39-ycar-old 
owner parked the gas-guz.z.lcr 
on 90th Street near Second 
Avenue shortly after noon. 
When he returned minutes lat- 
er, he found $300 in damage 
to the 2004 vehicle. Missing 
were two iPods Minis (one 
blue, one pink), a silver watch, 
two pairs of designer sun- 
glasses — Channel and Gucci, 
worth $400 each — the vehi- 
cle’s registration and $150, he 
told police. 

It’s not clear what led po- 
lice to the suspect, who now 
faces grand larceny charges. 
But he did have one of the 
stolen items with him: the 
Gucci sunglasses. 

Bad news 

A cigarette-seeking thief 
robbed a Third Avenue news- 
stand at noon on June 3, po- 

The man approached the 
68-year-old vendor at her 
stand, near 73rd Street, and 
asked to buy a pack of ciga- 
rettes. With the victim dis- 
tracted, the robber ducked be- 
hind the counter and grabbed 
the woman’s purse. 

Police are searching for a 
white man, 5-foot-7 and about 
40 years old, with graying hair 
and a “wrinkled” face. The 
man bolted down Third Av- 
enue with the brown bag, 
which contained the woman’s 
bank and charge cards, dri- 
ver’s license, Medicare infor- 
mation and $300. 

Party pooper 

A burglar stole nearly 
$1,700 in electronics and ac- 
cessories from a 69th Street 
home while the resident frol- 
icked at a pre-dawn pool par- 
ty, police said. 

The 26-year-old victim said 
he left his apartment, near 
Eighth Avenue, at midnight on 
June 3. When he returned at 9 
am, he found that a thief had 
slipped inside — without 
causing any damage — and 


llEESE S t E Ak ! 
FACtory 


Philly Cheesesteak Sandwiches 

Steak Sandwich $5.95 

Thinly sliced sirloin grilled to perfection 

Cheese Steak $6.45 

Thinly sliced sirloin with grilled onions and choice of cheese 

Chicken Steak $5.95 


Cheesesteak Factory Combos 

Cheesesteak Combo $7.95 


Chicken Cheesesteak 

Thinly sliced chicken breast with grilled i 

Philly Pizza Steak . . 


fries and choice of soda 

Chicken Cheesesteak Combo $7.95 


Veggie Sandwich . . $6.45 

Bay Ridge Supreme $7.50 

Thinly sliced si* 


Lo-Carb Chicken or Steak Combo . 


Philly Turkey & Provolone $6.45 

Turkey breast served with mayo, tomato and provolone 

Philly Turkey Supreme $7.50 


Lo-Carb Platters & Sandwiches 

Lo-Carb Steak Platter $6.95 

Thinly sliced sirloin with grilled to perfection and served with grilled onions and lo-fat cheese 

Lo-Carb Chicken Platter $7.50 


Toppings & Sides 

Factory Buffalo Wings . 


16.00 

10 pcs - Mi 

Waffle Fries $2.00 

Cheese Fries $2.75 

New Vinegar Fries $2.50 

Made with red wine vinegar and salt 

Onion Rings $2.00 

Cheese Onion Rings $2.75 

Double Cheese $ .50 

Hot or Sweet Green Peppers $ .50 

. $ .50 


8407 Third Avenue • (718) 833-8880 

VISIT US ALSO AT: 191 Houston St., NYC • 14th St. & 6th Ave., NYC 


BAY RIDGE 

SUMMER SPORTS 

AND THEATRE CAMP 

FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGES 4-14 
AT OUR LADY OF ANGELS SCHOOL 
74TH ST. BETWEEN 3RD AND 4TH AVENUES 
BROOKLYN, NY 


JUNE 26TH - AUGUST 25TH 


FULL DAY OR HALF DAY AVAILABLE 
TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE 

SPORTS CAMP: BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, SOCCER, BOWLING 
SPECIALTY SPORTS: TENNIS AND GOLF 
THEATRE CAMP: PLAYACTING, MIME, SKITS, THEATRE PAINTING 

OPEN HOUSE: JUNE 10 

BETWEEN 1:00 AND 4:00PM 


Call Steve Carberry at (718) 745-7776 


POLICE BLOTTER 


raided his desk and closet. 
Missing was an HP laptop, an 
iPod, a silver watch and a 
$250 wool jacket. 

Gold gone 

A sticky-fingered gold thief 
hit a 74th Street house on June 
1, police reports show. 

The 59-year-old victim left 
her home, near Fifth Avenue, 
at 10:20 am. When she re- 
turned less than five hours lat- 
er, she discovered that her 
front door had been forced 
open and $700 in gold jewelry 
missing. 

Neighbors told cops they 
never saw the burglar, who es- 
caped with three pairs of ear- 
rings, four gold rings, four 
metal chains, five bracelets 
(but left the partridge and the 
pear tree). 

Impersonation 

A thug armed with a star- 
shaped badge and claiming to 
be a cop, handcuffed a 
woman selling DVDs in an 
86th Street beauty salon, 
drove her off and robbed her, 
police said. 

The 39-year-old victim 
was peddling her movie col- 
lection at the hair and nail 
shop, near 23rd Avenue, 
around 4:15 pm on June 4 
when the stranger arrived. He 
quickly approached her, 
pulled out the fake gold 
badge and identified himself 


as a police officer. 

The imposter handcuffed 
the woman and escorted her 
to a gray car outside. He 
drove the victim south along 
23rd Avenue to Bath Avenue, 
robbed her of the DVDs, her 
cellphone and $100, and left 
her on the street comer. 

Police are searching for a 
white man, roughly 30-years- 
old, working with a white 
woman as an accomplice. 

Egged & beaten 

Call it the revenge of the 
angry eggers. 

A man was beaten in the 
head with a folding chair after 
he chased down pranksters 
who shellacked his car with 
the gooey, yolk-filled projec- 

Police said the Sept. 3 as- 
sault began when an unknown 
number of thugs hurled the 
embryonic orbs at the 47- 
year-old’s vehicle as it pulled 
up at West Seventh Street and 
Avenue S. Offended by the 
egging, the victim jumped 
from his car and chased down 
the perpetrators. 

But that’s when the dairy 
gang turned on him, hoisted 
folding chairs above their 
heads and smacked the victim 
several times in the noggin. 

The egg-and-chair crew 
bolted before the victim could 
see their faces, police said. 


BID is sought 
for 1 8th Ave. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Bensonhurst is jumping on the BID bandwagon. 

The neighborhood’s 18th Avenue strip of shops, restaurants 
and retail stores is looking into forming a Business Improvement 
District. 

If successful, Bensonhurst would join 16 other Brooklyn 
neighborhoods that have sought to spmee up by approving a tax 
assessment to be poured back into the community. 

“We’ve seen how well it’s worked on other areas in Brooklyn, 
Queens, and Manhattan, and we want to get the same economic 
boost that the other areas have gotten,” said Paul Dispirito, presi- 
dent of the 18th Avenue Merchants Association and owner of 
Dale Bagels on 62nd Street and 18th Avenue. 

DiSpirito admitted that it won’t be easy. 

“People don’t like to pay more money than they’re already 
paying for anything,” he said. “We would need 5 1 percent of 
property owners to vote ‘yes.’ ” 

About 40 people attended last week’s meeting at the Loyal Order 
of the Moose Lodge, hosted by state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay 
Ridge) and the merchants group, which has about 75 members. 

DiSpirito’s said there are about 350 stores on 18th Avenue be- 
tween 60th and 78th streets. 

Some storeowners, even those who support the BID bid, are 
less than optimistic. 

“Nobody’s motivated in this area anymore,” said Manny 
Alaimo, manager of Villabate Pasticceria and Bakery, on 18th 
Avenue and 71st Street, a BID supporter. 

“We’ve been here 26, 27 years now, and I’ve seen this neigh- 
borhood blossom and fall, and now it’s on the fall.” 

That, BID advocates say, is precisely the point. 

“We’re hoping to have cleaner streets, better lighting, and 
more holiday festival type stuff,” said DiSpirito. “And then 
there’s hospitality offices, kiosks, litter baskets, bike racks, and 


Fishin' for culprit 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s a face only a mother 
could love. Or, more accurate- 
ly, another toadfish. 

Bay Ridgites stumped by the 
mysterious humming noise 
keeping them awake at night 
have focused their attention 
on the lascivious oyster 
toadfish (right) that swims 
widely in New York Bay and 
now in prime mating season. 

Now, they are calling in the 
experts. 

Last week, state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge), im- 
plored the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation to 
come to Bay Ridge and investi- 
gate the mysterious buzz that is 
keeping Ridgites awake at 

“If this unusual fish is the 
cause of what has become a dis- 
turbing night time sound for 
many shore area residents, 
please advise us on what actions 
can be taken to make the shores 
of our community less desirable 
to this specific fish,” Golden 
wrote in a letter borne of many 
sleepless nights. 

“I have one friend who had 
to rearrange her bedroom fumi- 



Gunpoint rob 

An armed robber attacked a 
man heading home along Av- 
enue S late on May 31, police 
said. 

The thief stopped the 25- 
year-old victim near West 
Third Street and insisted, 
“Give me everything.” The 
man turned over $200, credit 
cards and his cellphone, and 
the mugger fled in an un- 
known car. 

Un-manageable 

Executives at a drug store 
franchise on 18th Avenue de- 
cided enough was enough af- 
ter the store manager embez- 
zled $16,500 over five days. 

Police arrested the 23-year- 
old worker at the store, near 
61st Street on June 2. With evi- 
dence collected by the store’s 
“loss-prevention team,” police 
officials will charge the Brook- 
lyn man with grand larceny. 

Beauty marred 

Police are looking at three 
similar robberies at Benson- 
hurst beauty shops to see if the 
same thieves are involved. 

Just after midnight on June 
1 , a robber pried open the met- 
al security gate at a hair and 
nail salon on Van Sicklen 
Street, near Avenue U, police 
said. The thief busted the glass 
inside and raided the salon — 
removing an unknown amount 
of cash. 

A witness who spotted the 
burglar said he was a man 
known to hang out on the 
block. 

Later that day, when the 
owner of a beauty shop on 
65th Street opened for busi- 
ness, she found the lock on the 
security gate had been 
clipped. The window on the 
door of the 25th Avenue store 
was busted and $103 was 
missing from the register. 

And around 7 am on June 
4, a man on 25th Street no- 
ticed a man with two plastic 
bags loitering outside a barber 
shop on 25th Avenue, near 
85th Street. The man fled 
when he realized he had been 
spotted. 

When the shop owner ar- 
rived, he found the locks on 
the front gates cut, the door in- 
side open, his business ran- 
sacked and $100 missing. 



ture because she couldn’t sleep 
near the window anymore,” 
said Josephine Beckmann, dis- 
trict manager of Community 
Board 10. 

“And a chiropractor friend of 
mine spent $2,000 installing 
soundproof windows.” 

The dozen complaints Beck- 
mann has received have all 
come from the Bay Ridge Tow- 
ers, and from residents in and 
around the 69th Street Pier. 

The mating toadfish is the 
reigning theory right now. Male 
toadfish do woo females with a 
sort of humming noise around 
this time of year. And a similar 
phenomenon occurred in randy 
San Francisco in the 1980s. 

Ixss likely theories include 
faulty fans at the Owls Head 
sewage treatment plant and mo- 
torboats in the bay. 

Golden hasn’t gotten a re- 
sponse from DEC yet, but his 
staff is hopeful. Beckmann just 
wants the speculation put to 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Ratner buys friends 


I t turns out that Bruce Ratner is paying 
a lot more for his friends than we 
thought. 

Ratner signed a so-called “Community 
Benefits Agreement” with eight so-called 
“community” groups in 2005. The CBA 
promises, among other things, that Ratner 
will create affordable housing at his Atlantic 
Yards mega-project, and will make a “good- 
faith” effort to hire many minority workers. 

In exchange, the eight signatories agreed to 
support the project. 

And then the payoffs began. 

As reporters from The Brooklyn Papers 
and other news outlets investigated the CBA, 
Ratner was forced to admit that CBA signato- 
ries had received grants to do such things as 
distributing Ratner’s promotional flyers and 


pay salaries — and, in the case of a $50,000 
grant to the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, to, well, 
it’s not really clear what. 

All told, the previously known grants came 
to $275,000. 

But that was just the beginning, it turns out. 

This week. Assembly candidate Freddie 
Hamilton, who is running to succeed her ally 
Roger Green, told The Papers that her group, 
the Downtown Brooklyn Education Consor- 
tium, will actually receive $350,000 — not 
the previously announced $87,000 — from 
Ratner. 

The larger grant was first revealed by re- 
porter Norman Oder on his Web site, 
www.AtlanticYardsReport.com. 

Hamilton defended the grants to DBEC 
(which is not surprising since, as a signatory 


of the CBA, she can’t say anything bad about 
Atlantic Yards), explaning that the money is 
being used “to strengthen our infrastructures 
and for support of ongoing operations of our 
programs [and] figure out how to plan some 
mechanism to give continuous support to 
those organizations.” 

Read that comment twice if you like, but it 
never actually becomes clear what the six 
groups that comprise the DBEC — three of 
which are not even registered with New York 
State — are doing with Ratner’s money be- 
sides giving the developer some imprimatur 
of “community” support. 

The more we find out, the more Bruce Rat- 
ner appears willing to pay for that “support” — 
and the more it will cost taxpayers, to whom 
Ratner will likely pass the bill in the end. 
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YWCA is looking out for its geezers 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we’ve been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

Your article “YWCA squeezes 
Downtown geezers” (May 27), missed 
the critical fact that the YWCA’s bold 
refinancing and renovation plan will 
save the homes of 214 Brooklyn 
women who live at the YWCA, many 
of whom are longtime residents in their 
60s, 70s, 80s and even 90s. 

As a non-profit faced with rising 
costs, the YWCA refused to take the 
easy way out. Instead of selling to the 
highest bidder and putting women on 
fixed incomes out on the street, the 
YWCA is expanding a vanishing 
housing resource for low-income and 
working-class women in Downtown 
Brooklyn. 

The article also gave the impression 
that non-profit tenants of the YWCA 
are being forced out without notice. 
The YWCA recognized the difficulties 
these organizations would face in find- 
ing new space. That’s why the YWCA 
gave notice of its decision to all tenants 
in July, 2005. The YWCA has been 
working to give the Montessori Day 
School and other non-profits as much 
time as possible to locate new space. 

The mission of the YWCA is to 
eliminate racism and empower 
women. The visionary plan we an- 
nounced last year refocuses the work 
of the YWCA on being allies with 
low-income women. 

Barbara Turk, Downtown 
The writer is executive director of the 
YWCA of Brooklyn 


Yards size matters 

To the editor: 

Your article on a recent legislative 
proposal to cut the size of the At- 
lantic Yards project by one-third 
(“Bill: State should pay Bruce to 
build less at A’ Yards site,” May 20) 
omitted significant information about 
the proposal. 

The environmental impact of such 
a large development is a major public 
concern. The 8.8-million-square-foot 
development includes nearly 7,000 
housing units with a residential den- 
sity seven times that of Manhattan. 

The legislation my office recently 
submitted in the Assembly would 
limit the size of the Atlantic Yards 
project to 5.85 million square feet, a 
reduction of 34 percent. 

Currently, Forest City Ratner has 
committed $450 million to the MTA 
[for site acquisition and railyard reno- 
vation]. 

Under our proposal, FCR would 
continue to pay about $170 million, 
but the state would waive the remain- 
ing $280 million. 

The expense of the new railyard 
would not be shifted to the taxpayers 
because the MTA had not included a 
new railyard in its capital plan. While 
it is true that taxpayers would not re- 
ceive the benefit of the remaining 
$100 million, the purpose of the 
waiver is to cut costs in the Atlantic 


Yards project and downsize develop- 

Our proposal retains the affordable 
housing by requiring at least 1,800 
units of below-market rental housing, 
with the state partially subsidizing 

Currently, FCR plans to subsidize 
these units out of profits it will make 
from adding more space, and density, 
to the development. The subsidy in 
our bill amounts to $600 per unit per 
month, an amount sufficient to cover 
the day-to-day routine costs of oper- 
ating apartment buildings, but insuf- 
ficient for a profit. 

With virtually every major politi- 
cal leader in the city and state be- 
hind the project, alternatives short of 
total opposition need to be presented 
that would include high value items 
like affordable housing. Our propos- 
al does that. 

James Brennan, Park Slope 
The writer is a state Assemblyman 
Editor's note: With all due respect, 
our news article did not omit any of 
the facts Brennan restates above. 

To the editor 

Gersh Kuntzman’s recent article 
about James Brennan’s bill and Smart- 
mom’s column (“Ratner $$ can’t buy 
love,” May 20) complimented each 
other. 

Brooklyn prospered prior to the cre- 
ation of various city and state develop- 
ment corporations over the past two 


decades. In too many cases, projects 
have been heavily subsidized by tax- 
payers, commonly known as corporate 
welfare. Between direct government 
funding, low interest loans and long- 
term tax exemptions, the bill to taxpay- 
ers may be greater than the benefits. 

There also is a relationship be- 
tween Pay-for-Play campaign contri- 
butions from developers to elected 
officials looking for favorable legis- 
lation, permits and subsidies. 

Too many mega-developers try to 
purchase the support of local com- 
munity groups by making so-called 
voluntary donations. They also make 
promises for capital improvements, 
which don’t always happen. 

If projects such as Atlantic 
Yards are so worthwhile, why can’t 
major developers such as Bmce Rat- 
ner use their own funds or obtain 
loans from banks rather than pick the 
pockets of taxpayers to pay a signifi- 
cant portion of the bill? Can our phys- 
ical water, sewage, power and trans- 
portation infrastructures handle all 
this additional stress on the environ- 
ment from such projects? 

Real business people who believe 
in capitalism build their companies on 
their own. How sad that some don’t 
want to do it the old-fashioned way: 
by sweat and hard work. They 
are looking for shortcuts in the form of 
huge subsidies at taxpayers expense 
and favors from elected officials. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 
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Antique Car Show 
at Sunrise Senior Living 

Sunday, June 11 at Mill Basin • noon-4pm 


The American automobile industry is 
over 100 years old. It began in the early 
1800s with pioneers trying to adapt 
crude steam technology to most any- 
thing on wheels. The industry created 
an exciting time for inventors and 
entrepreneurs, and names like Ford, 
Daimler, Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, 
Studebaker, Olds and Hudson became 
household terms. 


You’re invited to attend our annual car 
show. More than 30 vintage vehicles 
will be showcased, and owners will be 
on hand to provide information. 

Afterwards, please visit our community, 
meet our team, mingle with our residents 
and take a tour. See what we do to 
make our communities places seniors 
call home. 


Family and friends welcome • BBQ and music featured 
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Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-61 6-1 850 221 1 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


wwuLsunriseseniorliving.com 


GOWANUS CANAL CDC 

Home 

Buyers Expo 

SATURDAY JUNE 17TH 
10:00 A.M TO 4:00 P. M. 

CABRINI HALL 

SACRED HEARTS ST. STEPHEN'S PARISH 

(SUMMIT STREET BETWEEN HICKS AND HENRY) 

Bankers, realtors and home improvement experts will 
offer workshops to those seeking a new home and those 
whom already own a home or apartment. 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Jean Austin, Principal, Brooklyn Bridge Realty 
Arlene Waye, Principal, Awaye Realty 
Ganja lies, Manager, new Court Street Branch, 

JP Morgan Chase Bank 

TOPICS WILL INCLUDE: 

Types of Mortgages • Legal issues • How to save 
for a downpayment • Finding the right home for 
you and your budget • Simple repairs • Selecting the right 
contractor • Greening your home 



Funded with generous support of of Councilmember Bill de Blasio, 
The City of New York Department of Small Business 
Services and The State of New York Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Ratner buys friends 


I t turns out that Bruce Ratner is paying 
a lot more for his friends than we 
thought. 

Ratner signed a so-called “Community 
Benefits Agreement” with eight so-called 
“community” groups in 2005. The CBA 
promises, among other things, that Ratner 
will create affordable housing at his Atlantic 
Yards mega-project, and will make a “good- 
faith” effort to hire many minority workers. 

In exchange, the eight signatories agreed to 
support the project. 

And then the payoffs began. 

As reporters from The Brooklyn Papers 
and other news outlets investigated the CBA, 
Ratner was forced to admit that CBA signato- 
ries had received grants to do such things as 
distributing Ratner’s promotional flyers and 


pay salaries — and, in the case of a $50,000 
grant to the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, to, well, 
it’s not really clear what. 

All told, the previously known grants came 
to $275,000. 

But that was just the beginning, it turns out. 

This week. Assembly candidate Freddie 
Hamilton, who is running to succeed her ally 
Roger Green, told The Papers that her group, 
the Downtown Brooklyn Education Consor- 
tium, will actually receive $350,000 — not 
the previously announced $87,000 — from 
Ratner. 

The larger grant was first revealed by re- 
porter Norman Oder on his Web site, 
www.AtlanticYardsReport.com. 

Hamilton defended the grants to DBEC 
(which is not surprising since, as a signatory 


of the CBA, she can’t say anything bad about 
Atlantic Yards), explaning that the money is 
being used “to strengthen our infrastructures 
and for support of ongoing operations of our 
programs [and] figure out how to plan some 
mechanism to give continuous support to 
those organizations.” 

Read that comment twice if you like, but it 
never actually becomes clear what the six 
groups that comprise the DBEC — three of 
which are not even registered with New York 
State — are doing with Ratner’s money be- 
sides giving the developer some imprimatur 
of “community” support. 

The more we find out, the more Bruce Rat- 
ner appears willing to pay for that “support” — 
and the more it will cost taxpayers, to whom 
Ratner will likely pass the bill in the end. 
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YWCA is looking out for its geezers 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

Your article “YWCA squeezes 
Downtown geezers” (May 27), missed 
the critical fact that the YWCA’s bold 
refinancing and renovation plan will 
save the homes of 214 Brooklyn 
women who live at the YWCA, many 
of whom are longtime residents in their 
60s, 70s, 80s and even 90s. 

As a non-profit faced with rising 
costs, the YWCA refused to take the 
easy way out. Instead of selling to the 
highest bidder and putting women on 
fixed incomes out on the street, the 
YWCA is expanding a vanishing 
housing resource for low-income and 
working-class women in Downtown 
Brooklyn. 

The article also gave the impression 
that non-profit tenants of the YWCA 
are being forced out without notice. 
The YWCA recognized the difficulties 
these organizations would face in find- 
ing new space. That’s why the YWCA 
gave notice of its decision to all tenants 
in July, 2005. The YWCA has been 
working to give the Montessori Day 
School and other non-profits as much 
time as possible to locate new space. 

The mission of the YWCA is to 
eliminate racism and empower 
women. The visionary plan we an- 
nounced last year refocuses the work 
of the YWCA on being allies with 

Barbara Turk, Downtown 
The writer is executive director of the 
YWCA of Brooklyn 


Yards size matters 

To the editor: 

Your article on a recent legislative 
proposal to cut the size of the At- 
lantic Yards project by one-third 
(“Bill: State should pay Bruce to 
build less at A’ Yards site,” May 20) 

the proposal. 

The environmental impact of such 
a large development is a major public 
concern. The 8.8-million-square-foot 
development includes nearly 7,000 
housing units with a residential den- 
sity seven times that of Manhattan. 

The legislation my office recently 
submitted in the Assembly would 
limit the size of the Atlantic Yards 
project to 5.85 million square feet, a 
reduction of 34 percent. 

Currently, Forest City Ratner has 
committed $450 million to the MTA 
[for site acquisition and railyard reno- 
vation]. 

Under our proposal, FCR would 
continue to pay about $170 million, 
but the state would waive the remain- 
ing $280 million. 

The expense of the new railyard 
would not be shifted to the taxpayers 
because the MTA had not included a 
new railyard in its capital plan. While 
it is hue that taxpayers would not re- 
ceive the benefit of the remaining 
$100 million, the purpose of the 
waiver is to cut costs in the Atlantic 


Yards project and downsize develop- 

Our proposal retains the affordable 
housing by requiring at least 1,800 
units of below-market rental housing, 
with the state partially subsidizing 

Currently, FCR plans to subsidize 
these units out of profits it will make 
from adding more space, and density, 
to the development. The subsidy in 
our bill amounts to $600 per unit per 
month, an amount sufficient to cover 
the day-to-day routine costs of oper- 
ating apartment buildings, but insuf- 
ficient for a profit. 

With virtually every major politi- 
cal leader in the city and state be- 
hind the project, alternatives short of 
total opposition need to be presented 
that would include high value items 
like affordable housing. Our propos- 
al does that. 

James Brennan, Park Slope 
The writer is a state Assemblyman 
Editor's note: With all due respect, 
our news article did not omit any of 
the facts Brennan restates above. 

To the editor 

Gersh Kuntzman’s recent article 
about James Brennan’s bill and Smart- 
mom’s column (“Ratner $$ can’t buy 
love,” May 20) complimented each 
other. 

Brooklyn prospered prior to the cre- 
ation of various city and state develop- 
ment corporations over the past two 


decades. In too many cases, projects 
have been heavily subsidized by tax- 
payers, commonly known as corporate 
welfare. Between direct government 
funding, low interest loans and long- 
term tax exemptions, the bill to taxpay- 
ers may be greater than the benefits. 

There also is a relationship be- 
tween Pay-for-Play campaign contri- 
butions from developers to elected 
officials looking for favorable legis- 
lation, permits and subsidies. 

Too many mega-developers try to 
purchase the support of local com- 
munity groups by making so-called 
voluntary donations. They also make 
promises for capital improvements, 
which don’t always happen. 

If projects such as Atlantic 
Yards are so worthwhile, why can’t 
major developers such as Bruce Rat- 
ner use their own funds or obtain 
loans from banks rather than pick the 
pockets of taxpayers to pay a signifi- 
cant portion of the bill? Can our phys- 
ical water, sewage, power and trans- 
portation infrastructures handle all 
this additional stress on the environ- 
ment from such projects? 

Real business people who believe 
in capitalism build their companies on 
their own. How sad that some don’t 
want to do it the old-fashioned way: 
by sweat and hard work. They 
are looking for shortcuts in the form of 
huge subsidies at taxpayers expense 
and favors from elected officials. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 
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Antique Car Show 
at Sunrise Senior Living 

Sunday, June 11 at Mill Basin • noon-4pm 


The American automobile industry is 
over 100 years old. It began in the early 
1800s with pioneers trying to adapt 
crude steam technology to most any- 
thing on wheels. The industry created 
an exciting time for inventors and 
entrepreneurs, and names like Ford, 
Daimler, Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, 
Studebaker, Olds and Hudson became 
household terms. 


You’re invited to attend our annual car 
show. More than 30 vintage vehicles 
will be showcased, and owners will be 
on hand to provide information. 

Afterwards, please visit our community, 
meet our team, mingle with our residents 
and take a tour. See what we do to 
make our communities places seniors 
call home. 


Family and friends welcome • BBQ and music featured 


Sunrise , w l-*#™ t&x 

Senior Living 1 f r.lF-d ri KtuS 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-61 6-1 850 221 1 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


wtmusunriseseniorliving.com 



The 

QUICKEST 

Way From Your 
Doctor to a 
Specialist is 
US Family Health Plan. 


• Simple specialty care referral 
process - you choose your 
Primary Care Physician from 
over 7,000 providers 

* DoD-Sponsored option with 
all the benefits and coverage 
of TRICARE Prime at the same 
low costs 


• Around-the-clock healthcare 
guidance from our 24/7 Nurse 
Advice Line 

• Comprehensive healthcare 
coverage including routine, 
urgent and worldwide 
emergency care 

• Low cost, low co-payments 
(if any when applicable) 
and no deductibles 


AA 

US FAMILY 

HEALTH PLAN 

At Saint Vincent NYC 


Don’t lose time finding the best healthcare, 
call us at 1-800-241-4848, email us at usfhp@svcmcny.org 
or visit www.usfhp.net for more information or to enroll. 
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Grand Army Plaza madness 


Who ya gonna call? A European! 



Great Dane: Danish traffic 
untangler Jan Gehl. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Grand Army Plaza is 
such a tangled mess of cars, 
pedestrians, busses, mon- 
uments and trees that it’s 
going to take a European to 
fix it. 

A freshly hired Danish traf- 
fic expert wowed a group of 
Park Slopers last week with 
some fresh — and, admittedly, 
not so fresh — ideas for calm- 
ing traffic (and nerves) in one 
of Brooklyn’s great-but- 
abused civic spaces. 

“Sometimes [it takes] fresh 
eyes to show what a fantastic 
mess something is,” the con- 
sultant, Jan Gehl, said at his 
introductory presentation last 
week in Prospect Park’s Pic- 


“And sometimes [it takes] a 
silly European.” 

In its original design by 
Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux, Grand Army 
Plaza lived up to its name and 
functioned as an inviting en- 
tryway to Prospect Park. 

“Of course, the car changed 
all that,” said Tupper Thomas, 
administrator of the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which is one of 
several civic groups that have 
created the Grand Army Plaza 
Coalition in hopes of turning 
back the clock on the horse- 
less carriage. 

GAPCO, as the coalition is 
called, credited Transportation 
Alternatives for hiring Gehl 
and bringing him to Brooklyn 
for last week’s presentation. 

Gehl didn’t sugarcoat the 
problem. 


“If Frederick Law Olmsted 
could see how it is treated to- 
day — with all the asphalt and 
the little islands with pedestri- 
ans jumping like Eskimos 
from floe to floe — he would 
be rotating in his grave end- 
lessly,” he said. 

Next, he diagnosed the dis- 

“Too many cars,” said 
Gehl, who boasted of having 
advised London Mayor “Red” 
Ken Livingstone to institute 
the stiff tolls that have brought 
livability, if not pedestrians, 
back to central London. 

Finally, Gehl put forward 
seven possible futures for 
Grand Army Plaza. 

Concept One — “the dra- 
matic solution,” he called it — 
would bury Flatbush Avenue 
in a tunnel under the plaza, 


leaving the existing rotary for 
local traffic. 

He admitted that such a 
scheme, while attractive, has 
been rejected in the past as too 
expensive. 

An easier plan calls for re- 
connecting the park to the 
plaza by ripping up pavement 
and closing the bottom of the 
plaza to car traffic. Traffic 
flow in the circle would be- 
come two-way. 

Many ideas would require 
the dramatic reduction of the 
tree-covered hills that separate 
the plaza from Plaza Street 
East and West that encircle it. 
The “berms,” as they are 
known to people fluent in 
technical jargon, are wider 
than Olmsted and Vaux origi- 
nally designed. 

But some cautioned that the 


“A lot of people will say 
those berms are inviolate,” 
said Neil Feldman. 

“You’d be taking away na- 
ture and trees. People will get 
fanatical.” 

Gehl promised that no mat- 
ter what happens, many trees 
would remain. 

“If we get the bloody traffic 
out of the plaza, it’s easy to 
keep trees and greenery,” he 
said. “Most of the plaza is tar- 

Can it be fixed any time 
soon? Depends upon your 
definition of “soon.” As GAP- 
CO coordinator Aaron Na- 
parstek pointed out, it took 25 
years to fix Columbus Circle 
in Manhattan. 

“And we’re at the start of 
that process,” he said. 



A satellite's-eye view of the "fantastic mess" that is Grand 
Army Plaza. 


Q| nPl/DM D Manhatan developer scoops up 

DLUUllDUwIbni 8 buildings on 1 Atlantic block 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Aimeriez-vous un morceau 
de fromage? 

A Manhattan developer has 
bought half of an Atlantic Avenue 
block for $8.3 million, and has be- 
gun moving out the current tenants 
to make room for a mini-Paris on 
the north bank of Boerum Hill. 

“We would like an ice cream 
parlor, a cafe, a fromagerie, a 
chocolatiere, a small little general 
provision store,” said Barbara Koz 
Paley, chief executive officer of At- 
lantic Assets, a real estate invest- 

The company bought all of the 
three-story, odd-numbered build- 
ings from 525-541 Atlantic Ave. 
between Third and Fourth avenues, 
except 537. 

The owner of 537 could not be 
reached, but some speculated that 
Paley also sought his building. An 
aggregation of so many adjacent 
buildings would create a mini-“su- 
per-block” that could be demon- 
lished to make way for an eight- 
story ediface. 

For now, Paley is only seeking a 
“destination for the community” — 


and she’s building it the old-fashioned 
way: by drastically raising rents 
when leases come up for renewal. 

Casbah, at 529 Atlantic Ave., is 
one of several Arab-American 
businesses that will be gone by the 
end of June. 


Ahmed Lamrini, the store’s own- 
er, pays $1,550 a month for the ap- 
proximately 700-square-foot space 
he uses to sell his handmade jewel- 
ry. The new owner wants $4,500. 

Two storefronts down — at 525 
Atlantic Ave. — Gwen Lewis is 


packing up for her imminent move to 
Bedford-Stuyvesant after her rent 
jumped from $2,000 a month to 
more than $4,000 for 900 square feet 
“I can’t afford it,” said Lewis. 
Some business leaders question 
whether anyone is going to pay 


such exorbitant prices. 

“They are small spaces in a rela- 
tively low-traffic location,” said 
Ken Adams, president of the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. 

“Montague Street is great retail 
space, Fulton Street is great retail 


space, Atlantic Avenue is only 
good retail space,” he added. 

He’s not the only community 
leader dubious of Paley’s still- 
vague plans for the block. 

“I don’t know where she got her 
information about the kind of rent 
she is charging and the kind of 
businesses she wants there,” added 
Sandy Balboza, president of the 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment Asso- 
ciation. 

One thing is for sure — Paley 
doesn’t want the sort of businesses 
that are there now. And the busi- 
ness owners know it. 

Islam Fashion, at 541 Atlantic 
Ave., still has four and a half years 
left on its lease, but owner Mo- 
hamed Zohny is preparing for the 
inevitable. 

“Before I lose my place here, I 
have to establish business in anoth- 
er place,” said Zohny, who’s been 
at his present spot for more than 
live years. 

“They think we make millions 
of dollars here?” quipped Zohny, 
standing in front of rows of musk 
oil and frankincense. “I don’t sell 
drugs. I just sell clothes.” 

Adams says that rising retail 
rents in many Brooklyn neighbor- 


hoods are increasingly forcing out 
business owners like Zohny’s. 

“Often they are the businesses that 
have created the character of the 
strip,” said Adams. ‘To some degree, 
they become the victims of their own 
hard work. As the neighborhoods 
improve, the landlords raise rent.” 

The storefronts in question take 
up the bottom floors of residential 
buildings with more than 20 apart- 
ments surrounding a courtyard. The 
properties comprise about 22,500 
square feet. 

Built in the early 20th century, 
the buildings have seen their share 
of turnover. And now, said Paley, 
it’s time for some more. She added 
that neighbors will be pleased with 
the new amenities. 

“Once you start [new leases], 
everything starts to change,” said 
Paley. 

Gwen Lewis wishes she could 
participate in the evolution of At- 
lantic Avenue, rather than be a ca- 
sualty of it. 

T really have nothing against [de- 
velopment], I just really want to be a 
part of it,” said Lewis, who has run 
an art gallery at this location for 11 
years. “[This block] is more than just 
a strip — it’s a community.” 


Red Hook rethinking the big tourist push 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Be careful what you wish for. Red 
Hook certainly is. 

The hardscrabble neighborhood, which 
has long courted visitors, now finds its 
streets flooded with Fairway-bound food- 

On Van Brunt Street this week, one car 
bumped into a pedestrian and another col- 
lided with a truck, symbols of the growing 


congestion in neighborhood that suddenly 
finds itself “hot,” according to Time Out 
New York, and a destination for car-driv- 
ing tourists. 

No injuries occurred in the accidents — 
except for a few frayed nerves. 

“I was already too scared to let my kids 
walk alone to school, and that was before 
I saw that ambulance,” said Judy Rodri- 
guez, who saw the pedestrian bump-up on 
Monday. 

The accidents happened on an increas- 


ingly harried patch of Van Brunt Street, 
where cars gunning for the new Fairway 
compete with trucks turning out of an in- 
dustrial park and children crossing the 
street to PS 15 at the comer of Sullivan 
Street. 

“It’s a nightmare,” said a crossing guard 
at PS 15, four blocks from the new grocer. 

‘Now with Fairway and the school bus- 
es, the city buses, all the trucks and dou- 
ble-parked cars, you got a huge mess 
every morning. 


“And it’s getting worse.” 

For starters, residents want a traffic 
light. 

“With all the new traffic, we need a 
tight by the school,” said resident Carolina 
Salguero, blames the new a-tist grocer. 

“I don’t know what’s in those tomatoes, 
but it’s making drivers crazy,” she said, 
adding that she was so miffed at the new 
horde of over-excited drivers that she fol- 
lowed one car all the way to Fairway so 
she could confront the driver. 


‘Not only was he driving too fast, but 
he was already eating before he even got 
there,” she griped. 

On the northern end of Van Brunt 
Street, the Department of Transportation 
has installed the strip’s only traffic tight — 
next to the city’s new cruise ship terminal. 

Residents say the tight should have 
been installed in the neighborhood’s grow- 
ing center, close to the school. 

Fairway and the new cruise ship termi- 
nal anchor the city’s revival plan for the 


neighborhood, but residents worry that 
without adequate improvements, the plan 
will sink. 

“More importantly are the issues of 
safety here and now,” said John McGet- 
trick, president of the Red Hook Civil As- 
sociation. 

Fairway has said it is working with 
community residents about easing traffic. 
And DOT Commissioner Iris Weinstall 
said the agency will study the traffic flow 
this fall. 


For the record 

A photo caption on the front page of our May 27 issue 
misidentified the location of the cute flower boxes that will be 
competing in the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens’s “Greenest 
Block” contest. The flower boxes are on Bogart Street, between 
Seigel and Moore streets, in East Williamsburg. 

Send letters to letters@brooklynpapers.com. 


JEWS F^R JESUS 

presents OA X 1 

n , uMmfi 



An 

Experience 


The Park Slope Christian Center 

269 Prospect Park West (bet. Prospect Ave. & 17th St.) 

Will be holding a free concert on Friday, June 23, 2006 at 7:30 PM 
The Liberated Wailing Wall tells the story of Jews coming to 
believe in Jesus through music, drama and personal testimony. 

For more information call 718 788-2273 

ADMISSION FREE 

Jews for Jesus • 60 Haight Street • San Francisco, CA 94102-5895 

The Park Slope Christian Center 

Sunday Services 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spanish Service 2:00 PM 
Home Care Groups Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursday Nights 



OPENING WEEK! 


Staten Island Yankees: 6/20 & 22 


Tue., June 20 VS. Staten Island Yankees @ 7PM - Schedule Magnets’presented by Pay-O-Matic 

Thu., June 22 VS. Staten Island Yankees @ 7PM - KeySpan Park Tins 2 presented by KeySpan 

Mon., June 26 VS. Hudson Valley Renegades @ 7PM - Rally Flags 2 /Coney Island Night presented by Health Plus 

Wed., June 28 vs. Hudson Valley Renegades @ 7PM - T-Shirts 2 presented by Long Island University, Brooklyn 

Thu., June 29 vs. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 7PM - Beach Bags 2 presented by SUNY Downstate Medical Center 

Fri., June 30 VS. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 7PM - Cyclones Caps 2 presented by HSBC 

Sat., July 1 VS. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 6PM - Boy Scout Night presented by Tent & Trails 

718.507.TIXX* 

BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM* 


KFfSFAN ARK 

/ 

Shea Stadium 


Call 718.449.8497 about full and partial season plans and group tickets: 

Visit BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM for a schedule and up-to-date promotional calendar. 

1 First 7,500 into the ballpark. 2 First 2,500 into the ballpark. 3 First 1 ,500 kids into the ballpark. Promotional items and dates subject to change 
*A non-refundable service charge will be applied to all internet and phone orders. 
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Manhattan is a fightin’ word 
along these Boerum Hill blocks 


By Arietta Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

All Joe Chan wanted to do was 
bring a “Manhattan-style” condo 
tower to a run-down block in 
Boerum Hill. 

And then all hell broke loose. 

More than two-dozen people gathered 
recently in front of a vacant weed-infest- 
ed lot owned by Chan. The purpose: to 
stop Chan’s 11-story tower after he 
likened its aesthetics to that of the evil is- 
land on Brooklyn’s western front. 

“Manhattan-style,” he had called it. 

Them’s fightin’ words in Boerum Hill. 

“We don’t want what he has pro- 
posed,” explained protest organizer Deb- 
orah Kaufmann, who lives next door to 
Chan’s empty lot, formerly an auto 
garage. She believes his 11-story “tower” 
will spoil she calls the neighborhood’s 
“brownstone” look — though she readily 
admits that her four-story home, 100 
yards from the 14-story Gowanus Street 
Houses on Hoyt Street, is a regular old 


house and not one of the storied 19th- 
century models. 

The primary casualty of the Manhat- 
tan-modelled newcomer would be the 
Brooklyn-style backyards of Baltic 
Street. Instead of facing a wide open lot 

— albeit one paved with cracked asphalt 

— Kaufmann and her neighbors will 
stare at a brick wall (or, in true other-bor- 
ough style, into the windows of the new 
neighbors). 

“We need to figure out a way to allow 
for development without losing the light 
and air that attracted us here,” said Kauf- 

“Light and air.” Perhaps it’s no coinci- 
dence that Boerum Hill resident — and 
“Brokeback Mountain” star — Michelle 
Williams used the very same words to 
oppose Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 

But it’s not development, per se, that is 
driving Brooklynites mad, experts said. 
It’s Manhattan. 

“We all know that if a place is over- 
crowded there is a certain stress,” said 


Scarano in hot water 

see page 2 


Charlotta Kotik, a Carroll Gardens resi- 
dent who fought a “Manhattan-style” 
condo near her home last year. 

“Manhattan crams in as many people 
as possible — and then come the cars 
and the traffic and, of course, my neme- 
sis, the Fresh Direct trucks.” 

Indeed, a recent newsletter put out by 
the Park Slope Civic Council used the 
“M” word to highlight why the organiza- 
tion opposes Ratner’s 17-skyscraper 
project. 

“What if a Manhattan grows in Brook- 
lyn?” it ominously asked. 

“Manhattan is a borough full of very 
tall buildings and the canyons they cre- 
ate. Brooklyn is a borough of brown- 
stones and similarly sized buildings,” ex- 
plained Lydia Denworth, president of the 
council. “Manhattan has been built one 
way and Brooklyn another. We like the 


way Brooklyn’s been built and we want 
to keep it that way.” 

Ironically, Chan believes he’s doing 
the Baltic Street homeowners a favor by 
turning the broken-concrete lot into a 
glossy new tower. To him, Manhattan 
equals wealth and wealth equals “nice” 
— and who doesn’t want that? 

“I don’t know why [the neighbors] 
don’t want a nice building, they’d rather 
have an empty lot with rats,” Chan told 
The Brooklyn Papers, adding that he had 
never faced such opposition in Queens or 
Manhattan. 

The opposition has made him nervous 
enough to revise his plans by lopping off 
“one or two floors,” he said. 

If Chan is willing to compromise it 
could be because his neighbors’ fight is 
an increasingly popular one. Complaints 
about supersized buildings have become 
a hot button political issue, with elected 
officials, including Mayor Bloomberg, 
supporting a downzoning push. 

Already in Park Slope, a limit on 
building heights protects a low-rise char- 


acter. And last year, the zoning restriction 
was extended to include the neighbor- 
hood’s vinyl-sided southern fringe. 

Similar downzoning efforts are afoot 
in Cobble Hill, Fort Greene, Dyker 
Heights, and Bensonhurst. 

The downsize push is so frenzied that 
even the guy who personifies out-of- 
scale development to many Brooklynites 
showed up at the Baltic Street rally. 

“I don’t agree, but towers aren’t per- 
ceived as good neighbors anymore,” said 
Robert Scarano, a prolific architect 
whose seven-story South Slope tower 
has been caught in limbo since the 
stricter zoning became law last year. 

Scarano isn’t siding with his critics, 
but merely showing that he’s another 
Manhattan-style architect who is willing 

To a point. 

“I’d like to hear the community oppo- 
sition,” he told The Brooklyn Papers, “if 
[someone] tried to build the Williams- 
burgh Bank Building tower today.” 


QUEEN MARY... 


Continued from page 1 
nearly as tall as the Eiffel Tow- 
er, and featuring an adults-only 
spa retreat on the top deck — 
the Crown Princess ! 

Can you say, sunset yoga? 

While the Queen Mary 2 
specializes in Atlantic Ocean 
crossings, Princess is market- 
ing its new boat as New York- 
ers’ first chance to cruise to the 
Caribbean without having to 
get on a plane first. 

The newcomer is certainly 
wearing its Brooklyn pride 
on its bow. Promotional ma- 
terials hype a $7 “ultimate 


balcony nosh,” complete 
with a Nathan’s hot dog, a 
bottle of cold Brooklyn 
Lager and a slice of Junior’s 
cheesecake. 

“We wanted to pay tribute 
to our new home port of 
Brooklyn in a way that would 
make New Yorkers feel right 
at home on board,” said Jan 
Swartz, a Princess senior vice 
president. 

“Since we couldn’t recreate 
the famed Coney Island Cy- 
clone on board, the Brooklyn 
nosh seemed like the next best 


Red Hook residents say 
they are still waiting for the lu- 
crative business that the cruise 
ship industry was supposed to 
bring to the hard-scrabble 
neighborhood. 

For now, the biggest change 
is the first traffic light at the 
top of Van Bmnt Street to ac- 
commodate all the cars, busses 
and taxis going into and com- 
ing out of the cruise ship ter- 
minal — the vast majority 
making no stops before head- 
ing into the Brooklyn-Battery 
Tunnel or rushing to area air- 


Das boots 

Cunard's Queen Mary 2 is about to begin sharing her Red Hook berth with Princess 
Cruises' Crown Princess. Here is how the two behemoth boats stack up. — Sara Vogel 

Queen Mary 2 

SHIPS 

Crown Princess 

151,000 tons 

Weight 

11 3,000 tons 

1,132 feet, 

just 100 shorter than the 
Empire State Building 

Length 

952 feet, 

about 30 feet shorter 
than the Eiffel Tower 

14 

Number of decks 

19 

"Relax, explore, indulge" 

Marketing slogan 

"Escape completely" 

An Asian restaurant 

"Lotus" is 

A spa and fitness center 

On board minister, priest, 
and rabbi 

Spiritual life 

On board wedding chapel 

All suites 

Free French hors 
d'oeuvres provided to 

Pricier suites only 


KANE STREET... 


Continued from page 1 

“Jewish people loved Amer- 
ica,” said Greenwald. “They 
came from an anti-Semitic 
continent of Europe where 
they were oppressed. They 
called America ‘the Golden 
medina’ [Yiddish for home].” 

The congregation even at- 
tracted President Lincoln, who 
praised the Civil War bravery 
of congregant Leopold New- 
man, who was promoted to 
brigadier general on his 
deathbed. 

Many of the synagogue’s 
yellowing, peeling ledgers on 
display at the synagogue 
chronicle a people assimilating 
into mainstream New York. 

“They wanted to show the 
community, ‘We’re just like 
you,’ ” said Levin, citing some 
congregants’ Americanized 
surnames, the practice of call- 
ing rabbis “Reverend,” and al- 


lowing men and women to 
pray together. 

Yet they also sing of indi- 
vidual events, like the mar- 
riage of Isaac Busch, the mer- 
chant, to Leah Kalischer on 
June, 25, 1905, put into the 
historic record in the curvy 
script of popular Rabbi Israel 
Goldfarb. 

The Busch’s nuptials were 
one of the first conducted after 
the congregation moved to its 
current location on what is 
now Kane Street from a syna- 
gogue they built on Boerum 
Place. The original temple was 
the first synagogue built on 
Long Island — “from Brook- 
lyn Heights to Montauk,” said 
Greenwald. 

The first president at the 
new location was Harris Cop- 
land, father of famed compos- 
er Aaron Copland. The musi- 
cally inclined Copland was 


encouraged in his musical pur- 
suits by Kane Street’s Rabbi 
Goldfarb. 

The heyday of the congre- 
gation was in the 1920s, be- 
fore the subway expanded the 
Jewish diaspora from Manhat- 
tan to Midwood and other 
neighborhoods. 

Congregation membership 
slowed to a trickle in the ’50s 
and ’60s — but rebounded 
amid new Zionist activism sur- 
rounding the Six-Day war in 
1967. 

Like the first congregants, 
these new members streamed 
in from across the river — this 
time not fleeing urban gangs 
but high rents. 

As a result, the synagogue 
thrives to this day. 

“The Brooklyn brownstone 
movement, urban gentrifica- 
tion, if you will, revived our 
synagogue,” said Greenwald. 
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It’s Mr. Softee 



I T HAS BEEN WISELY 
said that I scream, you 
scream and, indeed, we all 
scream for ice cream. 

And sometimes, the ice 
cream screams back — but 
not for much longer. 

This will be the last sum- 
mer to enjoy a sound that is 
as synonymous with summer 
as chirping birds, the crack 
of a baseball bat or the honk- 
ing of cars on the Long Is- 
land-bound Belt Parkway: 
Starting next summer, the 
drivers of Mister Softee 
trucks will no longer be able 
to play their company’s 
beloved jingle when the 
truck is parked. 

The law is an affront not 
only to lovers of soft ice 
cream, but to history buffs. 
After all. Mister Softee is cel- 
ebrating its 50th anniversary 
this summer (whatever you 
do, don’t send him an ice- 
cream cake). 

As it is now, drivers can 
only play a 10-second blast of 
the jingle every 10 minutes. 
But even that was too much 
for some savage beasts who 
refused to be calmed by the 
biting jingle. 

“The old people, they al- 
ways complain,” said Mike 
Serpin, a Mister Softee driver 


who works a Canarsie route. 

Serpin was preparing for the 
day’s run by stocking up at the 
Mister Softee depot, a parking 
lot on Carroll Street near the 
Gowanus Canal, where all 80 
Brooklyn trucks are parked. 
Don’t look for it in four years; 
it’ll be condos. 


“The elderly don’t bke the 
song,” he said. “They get 
pissed off.” 

Perhaps they just don’t 
know the words. 

As this reporter revealed al- 
most a decade ago (in a story 
that was subsequently ripped 
off by every reporter in town. 


not that this reporter is bitter!), 
the Mister Softee jingle is a 
classic that combines custard- 
style imagery with a toe-tap- 
ping pop tune: 

The creamiest, dreamiest soft ice 
cream you get from Mister Softee. 
For a refreshing delight supreme, 
look for Mister Softee. 


My milkshakes and my sundaes 
and my cones are such a treat. 
Listen for my store on wheels ding- 
a-ling down the street. 

The creamiest, dreamiest soft ice 
cream you get from Mister Softee. 
For a refreshing delight supreme, 
look for Mister Softee. 

S-O-F-T double-E 
Mister Softee! 

The song, of course, was 
not always a pariah. But the 
perfect storm of gentrification, 
the advent of the anonymous, 
311 complaint, and our cur- 
rent obesity obsession has 
made the Mister Softee jingle 
a death knell to some people. 

Still, is it fair that a driver 
risks an $800 ticket just to sig- 
nal to taxpaying ice-cream 
lovers where he’s parked? 

“If I get a ticket like that, 
it’s three days pay gone,” Ser- 
pin said. “I play the song for 
10 seconds, and all the kids 
run outside, but then they 
can’t find me. I can play the 
song if I’m cruising up the 
block, but by the time the kid 
hears it, I’m gone. 

“I’m having a very bad 

As they say in Brooklyn, 
wait ’til next year. 

Check out the Mister Softee 
sheet music at www.mister 
softee.com/music.asp. 


Owens: Congressional idol? 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Some politicians play to the crowd, but 
Chris Owens plays for the crowd. 

In one of the most surreal campaign stops of the 
season, congressional hopeful Owens — who wants 
to succeed his father, Rep. Major Owens (D-Crown 
Heights) — put away his stump speech and banged 
out a mini-concert for a group of seniors at the Park 
Slope Geriatric Day Center. 

With 13 

balance, Owens performed four 
songs — two on the center’s rick- 
ety piano, one on an alto recorder 
and one a capella. 

No one yelled “Freebird” or 
even “Encore” — but Owens 
showed a genuine talent, with a barroom piano style 
and a fluid ease on the recorder. 

Only four seniors feb asleep. 

But the ones who stayed awake were treated to 
excellent renditions of “Summertime (And the Liv- 
ing is Easy),” “Stormy Monday,” an unidentified 
spiritual, and “Goddess,” which Owens wrote three 
decades ago with his brother Jeffrey (best known 
for his role on “The Cosby Show”). 

Owens said the idea for the concert stemmed from 
a recent speech he gave at another senior center. 

“With a crowd like this, where many people can’t 
get around very easily, it feels very stiff to just stand 
up and give a speech,” he said. 

So how many votes did Owens get for his hour- 


long effort? Well, as they say in the Catskills, this 
was a tough room. 

“I thought he was very good, but it doesn’t mean 
he’d have my vote,” said A1 Wilhams of Bedford- 
Stuyvesant. 

Other seniors concurred. But one, Patricia Dun- 
can, said Owens’s musical gift is evidence that he 
would be a great congressman. 

“Someone who sings is in touch with his feelings 
and it means he won’t be a harsh 
person,” said Duncan. “I would 
vote for him on that alone.” 

Alas, Duncan lives in 
Sheepshead Bay, outside the 11th 
congressional district. Most of the 
seniors did, too. 

For the record, The Brooklyn 
Papers polled Owens’s opponents — state Sen. Carl 
Andrews (D-Crown Heights), City Councilwoman 
Yvette Clarke (D-Crown Heights) and City Council- 
man David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) — about 
their musical talents. 

Yassky admitted he’s no musician, but a 
spokesman quickly added, “but thanks to his support, 
thousands of city schoolchildren can be, now that the 
Council has protected their school music programs.” 

Andrews’s spokesman said he the senator has lost 
his childhood piano-playing skill, but that he still 
“likes to listen to jazz.” 

And Clarke didn’t want to play along. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Chris Owens, who is running for Congress, performs 
for seniors at a Park Slope senior center on Tuesday. 


THE FIGHTIN’ 
ELEVENTH! 


SEED BOMBER ... 


Continued from page 1 
comment on the dinginess of 
his neighborhood. 

“It’s sort of like living in 
hell,” he said, describing the 
residential enclave just east of 
the BQE, with its rumbling un- 
derbelly of pom shops, junk- 
yards and strip clubs. 

Ironically, Cohen doesn’t 
seed-bomb in his own back- 
yard, preferring to plant his tiny 
lawns elsewhere across the city. 

This is where Cohen strays 
from classic seed bombers, 
who, like the graffiti artists of 
the 1980s, spill their seeds 
wherever then can. 

“I literally just throw seeds 
on anything that resembles dirt 
and hope for the best,” said 
Kate Gilliam, a Bushwick 
bomber who began carrying 
wildflower seeds in her pockets 


soon after moving to the grimy, 
industrial neighborhood. 

“I swear, there are 10 new 
people living here every day, but 
still no green space,” she said. 

Thanks to Gilliam’s prose- 
lytizing, more than 100 people 
now throw seeds on dirty 
street comers and trash-strewn 
lots in the neighborhood. 
Gilliam’s group. Trees Not 
Trash, is not affiliated with 

While Cohen plants hard 
red spring wheatgrass, Gilliam 
plants sunflowers, sweet pota- 
to vines and Nasturtium, 
which grows best because the 
more the blossoms are picked, 
the more they grow. 

Cohen, Gilliam and others 
follow a long legacy of guer- 
rilla gardeners who have re- 
claimed the city’s concrete 


jungle with stray rosebushes 
and wildflowers. 

But these latter-day Johnny 
Appleseeds must operate un- 
dercover: The Parks Depart- 
ment discourages random acts 
of seeding. 

“I wouldn’t really call it il- 
legal,” said Ashe Reardon, a 
Parks spokesman. “Essentially 
we ask the public not to plant 
without our prior approval.” 

And botanists worry that the 
trend could spread damaging 
diseases among the city’s 
greenery, or import dangerous 
invasive species and choke out 
native plants. 

Gilliam is concerned, but 
only to a point. 

“Sure I worry about invasive 
species,” she said. “But for now, 
in our neighborhood, we just 
need to populate the dirt.” 


Bing widow walks through the past 



Kathryn and Bing Crosby. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Bing may be gone, but his 
glory days in Brooklyn are not 
forgotten, at least not by Kath- 
ryn Crosby, the Crooner’s widow. 

Crosby, visiting from California, 
spent Tuesday touring the theater 
that made Bing the King of Kings. 

In 1932, Crosby performed an 
amazing six-week stand at the 
Brooklyn Paramount — from Feb- 
ruary 12 to March 24 — selling out 
show after vaudeville show. More 
than 200,000 fans caught his act in 
the first week alone. 

Now, the Paramount is part of 
Long Island University’s Fort 
Greene campus, and the theater is a 
gym. But Kathryn Crosby’s tour 


guides — LIU President David 
Steinberg and his staff — were eager 
to point out the remnants of the past. 

“When he came here, he had just 
signed a contract with Paramount as 
a leading star,” said Martin Mc- 
Quade, the self-described “Bing 
Crosby Archivist” who sometimes 
performs Bing classics at Gris- 
wold’s Pub in Bay Ridge. 

“These performances set him off 
on an unrivalled career,” said Mc- 
Quade. “My mom saw him here in 
1932. Everyone at New Utrecht 
High School was telling her she had 
to see this singer. So she bought a 
pair of new brown shoes for the 
event. She said Bing has this laid- 
back, devil-may-care attitude.” 

Seventy-four years later, Crosby’s 
wife of 20 years stood in the first 


theater built especially for talkies, 
clad in a beige dress, with matching 
coat and headband, low white heels, 
a gold-link necklace, and red hair. 

At 73, Kathryn Crosby still re- 
sembles the young starlet she once 
was. Before marrying Bing in 1957, 
she had starred opposite Jack Lem- 
mon, Tony Curtis and James Stew- 
art. Her husband died in 1977. 

Crosby and entourage walked into 
the theater where Bing charmed 
Brooklyn. From there, the group de- 
scended to the smoking lounges be- 
low, and then to the powder room. 
Crosby suddenly stopped to admire 
a poster for the film, “Arrowhead.” 

“This was my first movie!” she 
exclaimed with delight. “I didn’t get 
billing for it.” But Charlton Heston, 
Jack Palance and Katy Hurado did. 
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Park rocks 

It’s time to celebrate! 

Brooklyn, that is. The 
borough’s 28th annual 
six-week arts extravagan- 
za kicks off this Thursday 
with Maceo Parker (pic- 
tured), one of the original 
architects of funk. 

Big-name acts include 
Los Lonely Boys (June 
22), Savion Glover 
(June 24), TV on the 
Radio (June 30), Toshi 
Reagon (July 8), Yo La Tengo (July 13), and Philip 
Glass and Kronos Quartet (July 27). 

“Somehow Celebrate Brooklyn gets better every 
year,” said Borough President Marty Markowitz. 
“For Brooklynites like me, who summer here. Cele- 
brate Brooklyn is always music to our ears.” 

That’s a generous comment from Markowitz, 
considering his own concert series kicks off in July. 

Maceo Parker performs June 15 at 8 pm. All per- 
formances are at the Bandshell in Prospect Park (en- 
ter at Ninth Street and Prospect Park West). For in- 
formation, call (718) 855-7882 or visit www.ee/ebrate 
brooklyn.com. — Brendan Mysliwiec 



Brooklynites Perez, Smits explore Puerto Rican roots in new doc 



was always around,” Perez related. “And 
[Kennedy] called me in her office and said, 
‘Liz and I feel you need to be a character in 
this movie.’ ” 

Describing her first reaction as, “Oh, hell, 
no,” Perez said she eventually understood 
their position. 

Smits said he believes she made the right 
decision, adding that by including herself and 
her own family’s history in the film she pro- 
vides a “touchstone for the audience.” 

“They stay engaged and it doesn’t feel like 
it is a preachy, stodgy typical type of doc,” he 

Perez always hoped Smits would partici- 
pate in the film. 

“I met him at a Puerto Rican Day parade 
where he was grand marshal years ago, and 
we stayed friends ever since,” she said. “We 
became closer when I started doing theater. I 
guess we started speaking the same language 
and stuff, and we’re both kind of politically 
active to some degree. We’re both from 
Brooklyn, and I also knew Jimmy was real- 
ly, really smart in regards to Puerto Rican 
history, and so I knew there would not be a 
lot of explaining [needed]. I knew he would 
totally get it and he said, ‘yes,’ right away.” 

Although the film doesn’t delve into 
Smits’s own family life and history, he found 
it very easy to connect to the material. 

“I see in some of those — especially that 
file footage of Operation Bootstrap and the 
tenements in The Bronx and certain sections 
of Brooklyn in the 1950s and 1960s — and 
I see my family,” he said. “I see my aunts 
and uncles on hot, summer days in the tene- 
ments of The Bronx and Brooklyn, hanging 
out the fire escapes, and it touches me.” 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


B rooklyn-born actors Rosie Perez and Jim- 
my Smits say they wanted to make the 
new documentary, “Yo Soy Boricua, 
Pa’que Tu Lo Sepas” (“I’m Boricua, Just So 
You Know”), to celebrate their heritage and 
educate people about Puerto Rico’s fascinating 
history, a topic seldom discussed in the United 
States, much less taught in American schools. 

Co-directed by Perez and Liz Garbus, with 
Smits narrating, the 86-minute documentary 
uses archival film footage and new interviews 
to chronicle the political history of Puerto Rico 
and to explain how the island’s connections to 
Spain and the United States have affected the 
lives, culture and language of its people. 

It was Perez’s desire to shine light on such 
little talked-about subjects — along with how 
Spain nearly wiped out the island’s indigenous 
people, the Taino Indians, and how many Puer- 
to Ricans fought alongside Americans and 
gave their fives during World War n, even 
though they were not allowed to vote for a 
U.S. president — that led her to make her di- 
rectorial debut a film about Puerto Rican pride. 

In addition to discussing how many Puer- 
to Ricans migrated to the United States in the 
1940s as part of the U.S. government’s Oper- 
ation Bootstrap, then tried to assimilate into 
American society while maintaining their 
heritage, the documentary also allows a rare 
glimpse into Perez’s family life and puts its 
history into the wider context of Puerto 
Rico’s past. 

In an interview on June 1 in Manhattan, 
Perez told GO Brooklyn that her film is a di- 
rect response to the ignorance of Puerto Ri- 
can heritage she has dealt with since she was 
a little girl. 

“ ‘What are you? Where’s Puerto Rico? 
What is it?’ That was constant,” the 42-year- 
old Bushwick native recalled people asking 
her as a child. 

“I wasn’t amazed that people didn’t 
know,” she continued. “What I was amazed 
at was why people didn’t know; even Puerto 
Rican- Americans. There was a large number 
of Puerto Rican-Americans that \ 


Coming up Rosie: Brooklyn-born Jimmy Smits (at right) provided the narration for 
Rosie Perez's documentary, "Yo Soy Boricua, Pa'que Tu Lo Sepas" ("I'm Boricua, 
Just So You Know"), airing this month on the Independent Film Channel. 


viewed [for the film who] did not know the his Puerto Rican ancestry 
history . . . And that’s because it’s not taught. 

It’s not taught in the schools in elementary, 
junior high, high school. So, how can any- 
body know? Unless you take Puerto Rican 


that most of what he learned as a kid about “The production te 


is always calling, saying, ‘Are you si 
family, not from the books he studied when this happened?’ and I’d say: ‘Yes! Keep dig- 
going to junior high and high school ging, keep digging!’” 


Studies in college, you’r 
— not even in Puerto 
Rico.” 

In a separate interview, 
Smits agreed. “I didn’t 
know very much about the 
sterilization,” he said. “I 
didn’t know about that my- 
self until I was in college.” 

Perez said she wanted to 
do “a motion picture narra- 
tive piece about the sterili- 
zation of Puerto Rican 
women. And the places 
that I went to kept telling 


in East New York. 
“Although it 


Perez says once they found what they 
talked about in were looking for, however, they were over- 

going to know school, it was talked about in the home and it whelmed with rich material and had a tough 

was dealt with in our mu- time deciding what to put in the film and 

sic,” said Smits. “We grew what to leave out. 

up having very strong cul- “ ‘We have 90 minutes! Rosie, pick and 
tural ties to the island, but choose,’ ” is what Garbus and Kennedy in- 

maybe not necessarily structed Perez to do. “That was very hard,” 

knowing every specific she said. “But it was great advice.” 

about historical data.” So, what about all of the stories and infor- 

Perez said she decided mation that didn’t make the final cut? 
to make the documentary, “The great thing about that is that it is in- 
which premiered at the spiring other people to research those stories 

Tribeca Film Festival earfi- and go about themselves to tell those other 

er this spring and is set to stories,” Perez said. 




called. “I was like, ‘What 
do mean, it didn’t hap- 
pen?’ 

“ ‘Well it didn’t happen.’ 

“I said, ‘What do you 
mean, it didn’t happen?’ 

“ ‘Well, they went vol- 

untarily.’ ” 

Perez said her research taught her that 
U.S. policy required Puerto Rican women to 
be sterilized as part of a practice to control 


Puerto Rican history 
is “not taught in 
the schools in 
elementary, jonior 
high, high school. 

So, how can 
anybody know?” 


i the Independent Film 
Channel on June 12, be- 
; she wanted to create 


Making it personal 

Best-known for her acting roles in “Do the 
accurate account of Right Thing,” “White Men Can’t Jump,” 
Puerto Rican history that “Fearless” and “It Could Happen to You” 
was accessible for every- and seen recently on Broadway in the dramas 
one. “Reckless” and “Frankie and Johnny,” Perez 

Remembering her initial says she never intended to appear in “Yo Soy 
goals for the film, Perez said Boricua” herself. 

she vowed: “ ‘I’m going to “I wasn’t supposed to tell my personal sto- 

prove it. I’m going to spell it ry, because I’ve always told the press it was 

going to tell our whole history and I’m off-limits,” she said with a laugh. “I didn’t 

myself to be in it. I wanted everybody 


the island’s impoverished population, but she 
said many of the women believed they careful. And how with all that 
would later be able to reverse the process and through, we’re still here.” 
have children. 


going to wrap it around people’s personal 

ties. I’m going to show how political policy else to spill their guts. 

affect people.’ You have to be very, very Recalling how she had a hard 


Void in history books 


The first-time director credits the researchers 
Garbus’s and co-producer Rory Kennedy’s 
production company for helping her find film 


getting 

started on the film’s script, Perez says 
Kennedy and Garbus suggested she simply 
start talking in front of a camera and see 
what happens. 

“I would talk and talk and talk, and then I 


Smits, the 51 -year-old former “NYPD footage and other credible resources to back up would start crying while I am talking, and 


Blue” and “The West Wing” star, who gradu- 
ated from Brooklyn College in 1980, said 


the stories she wanted to tell. 

“It was really, really difficult,” Perez said. 


then I would talk and then cry, and then talk 
and then laugh and then talk, and my family 



NOLA in NYC 


Ten months after Hurricane Katrina ravaged New 
Orleans, Brooklynites can catch a glimpse of life in 
the Big Easy after the big storm. 

Taken by Crown Heights’s own Delphine Fawun- 
du-Buford in March, the riveting images, “Muddy 
Water Gumbo & High Tide Blues,” are on display at 
Harriet’s Alter Ego Boutique & Gallery in Prospect 
Heights through June 30. 

“The images on TV do not prepare you for going 
down there,” Fawundu-Buford told (30 Brooklyn. 
“There is endless destruction; homes in the middle 
of the roads, homes at a 45 degree angle. It was a 
war zone. But the most chilling thing was seeing 
people’s belongings in the streets. That’s when you 
realize this happened to everyday people like us.” 

The photographs focus on the city’s Ninth Ward, 
a black neighborhood that was completely devastat- 
ed. After Katrina, Fawundu-Buford knew that some 
way, somehow she had to document what was hap- 
pening, she said. In the process, she found that the 
city’s spirit was not completely broken. 

“You could walk around the city and see people 
playing to music,” she said. “When I first saw the city 
I cried, but then I was heartwarmed. Hopefully my 
photographs can at least tell a story of the people who 
still have to deal with everything still going on. And 
maybe that will help.” 

"Muddy Water Gumbo & High Tide Blues" is on 
display through June 30 at Harriets Alter Ego Bou- 
tique 8c Gallery at 293 Flatbush Ave. between St. 
Marks and Prospect Place in Prospect Heights. 
For information, call (718) 783-2074 or visit the 
Web site www.harrietsalterego.com. 

— Eleazer Gorenstein 


EVENT 


Find your Bliss 

Acclaimed knitter Debbie Bliss will appear in Park 
Slope’s Stitch Therapy Thursday to lead two work- 
shops and share her extensive knowledge of woolens. 

This is big news in the knitting world. The London- 
based Bliss (pictured) has 
written several books of 
patterns and sells her 
own fine of yam. 

Stitch Therapy cus- 
tomers landed a visit by 
this wool warrior after 
Bliss heard about the 
store’s “fantastic” yams. 

Bliss is hesitant to ac- 
cept the label “celebrity 
knitter,” but it’s quite 
common for people in the tight-knit yam world to ap- 
proach her nervously, as some approach a movie star. 

“I do enjoy it,” she told The Brooklyn Papers. “It 
connects me to the people who buy the books.” 

After the knitting workshops, Bliss will have dinner 
with Stitch Therapy customers at the nearby Black 
Purl — make that Black Pearl — restaurant. 

Debbie Bliss will be at Stitch Therapy (176 Lincoln 
PI. between Seventh and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope) on June 15 from 2:30-5:30 pm. The work- 
shop fee is $75. The three-course dinner at Black 
Pearl (833 Union St. between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues) is at 6:30 pm and costs $75. For infor- 
mation, call 718-398-2020 or visit www.stitch- 
therapyparkslope.com. — Brendan Mysliwiec 




WLauras 

f Italian ^ 

r Bistro 

Make your reservations for 
Fabulous Mama’s cooking and feel 
like you are under the ‘Tuscan Sun' 
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Have your graduation, confirmation, 
or communion party with us! 

Prix fixe 3 course menu $20.06 

Lunch Tues.-Fri. • Dinner Tues.-Thurs. 
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Fresh organic produce on the 
cheap , through Community 
Supported Agriculture groups 
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Sunday, June 1 8th 

All inclusive brunch for $16 

Reservations suggested 


ROYAL'S DOWNTOWN RESTAURANT & BAR 

Fine American cuisine with a Brooklyn twist 
Open for dinner Monday to Saturday from 5pm 
215 Union Street • www.royalsdowntown.com 

V 718-923-9866 > 


Da Vincenzo 



Featuring Northern Italian Cuisine 

f k 256 Prospect Park 

comer of Prospect Avem 
.! JP —Windsor Terrace / Park Slop, 
f OpenTu, 


( 718 ) 369-3590 

fax 369-3592 
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• Lunch & lightly Specials 

• ' Woof “Burning “Pizza • “Desserts & Coffee 

• Beer & “Wine • (Roof Fop Dining (JOW OPENT 

• Private “Parties Available 10-100 “Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. i 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) f 

(718) 789-5663 1 
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In our Outside Garden Room 
Private Parties • Valet Parking • Reservations needed 

Coming soon: RAW BAR and LUNCH 



8305 Third Avenue (btwn 83rd & 84th) 

“Look for the black auming’’ 

(718) 680-4650 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Corn Como en su Cm ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. «*& 44th & 45 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • CBS®# 
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Difficult comedy 

Kings County Shakespeare Company s 
Houston helms “Twelfth Night 99 in Fort Greene 



Bard company: Jovis DePognon is Sebastian (left) and Brie Eley is Vio- 
la/Caesario in Kings County Shakespeare Company's production of 
"Twelfth Night." The show, which plays June 14-30 at BRIC Studio in Fort 
Greene, is directed by Deborah Wright Houston. 


By Robert Hicks 

for T he Brooklyn Papers . 

S hakespeare in Brooklyn? Yes, the 
borough has a long history devot- 
ed to the Bard and is home to one 
of the longest-running Shakespeare 
theater companies in America. 

It comes as no surprise to theater-lov- 
ing Brooklynites, who are accustomed to 
visually stunning productions of “The 
Tempest,” ‘Taming of the Shrew,” 
“Hamlet,” “Macbeth” and other classic 
theater presented by Kings County 
Shakespeare Company — and its artistic 
director and co-founder Deborah Wright 
Houston — over the past 23 years. 

“I think it’s important for people to see 
what they hear. We’re an eye-oriented 
generation with the computer and the 
TV,” Houston said. “You’ve got to cap- 
ture the eye, or the ear might not follow. 
You have to tell the story in pictures. I try 
to be very visual and be true to the text. It 
is very difficult. I want to grab the audi- 
ence’s feelings, not just their intellect.” 
Now the company is taking on the 
challenge of the Bard’s romantic comedy 
‘Twelfth Night” at BRIC Studio in Fort 
Greene, June 14-30. 

“I love the magic of the verse in this 
play, and I love it because it is so musi- 
cal,” she said. “I’ve played roles in it be- 
fore, but I’ve never directed it” 

‘Twelfth Night” is one of Shake- 
speare’s best-loved romantic comedies. 
It’s a play filled with multiple plots, mis- 
taken identity, mismatched lovers and 
both unrequited and requited love. 

The main plot hinges on the resem- 
blance between Sebastian and his twin 
sister Viola, who are separated from each 
other in a shipwreck off the coast of Il- 
lyria. Believing her brother to be dead, 


Viola dresses as a boy, finding employ- 
ment as Cesario, a page to Orsino, Duke 
of Illyria. 

“The comedy and clowning is difficult. 
It’s far more difficult than tragedy,” she 
said. “It requires physical business and it’s 
got to be sharp. I don’t want shtick. You 
want Shakespeare’s comedy to be affect- 
ing, poignant and beautiful.” 

Houston will focus attention on the up- 
roarious machinations of endearing clown- 
ish characters such as Sir Toby Belch and 
Olivia’s steward, Malvolio. The latter’s 


moral self-righteousness underscores 
Shakespeare’s indictment of the Puritans. 

Houston sees a parallel between Sir 
Toby and Malvolio and today’s schism of 
the moral left and right, respectively, in 
American politics. 

“I have extremes there represented by 
Sir Toby and Malvolio and they are at log- 
gerheads throughout the play,” she said. 
“The interesting thing is that neither of 
them is totally good or totally bad. They’re 
both sympathetic and rotten at times. 
That’s what I love about Shakespeare. He 


THEATER 


Kings County Shakespeare Company 
presents "Twelfth Night" at BRIC Studio 
[647 Fulton St, 2nd floor; entrance at 57 
Rockwell PI. in Fort Greene] June 14-17, 
June 20-22, June 26-30 at 8 pm; and June 
18 and June 25 at 2 pm and 7 pm. Tickets 
are $18, $9 student/seniors. For tickets, call 
(212) 868-4444 or visit the Web site 

visit www.kingscountyshakespeare.org. 


really just shows you life. Circumstances 
are out there and crazy, but the people are 
teal and so much fun.” 

Houston’s directorial approach to 
‘Twelfth Night” differs from KCSC’s pre- 
vious productions of the romantic comedy. 
She played the role of Viola in Steve Zim- 
mer’s exotic, Turkish-flavored production 
in the ’80s. Zimmer downplayed Malvo- 
lio’s ties to the Puritans and transformed 
him into a purist Muslim. Houston also 
performed the male role of the foolish 
clown Feste in director K.G. Wilson’s 
1995 gender-bender production, set at the 
end of WWI with women cast in many of 
the male roles at the bandshell in Prospect 
Park. 


“I’m primarily concerned with real peo- 
ple,” Houston said. “I want the audience to 
know what’s going down with these peo- 
ple. I want you to know what they feel.” 

Houston’s production will also include 
original music written, sung and per- 
formed by herself, violinist Bruno Pena 
and recorder player Joe Crowe Ryan. 

Her cast is multi-ethnic and features 
many Equity actors. 

Houston first fell in love with Shake- 
speare while studying opera in the late 
’60s and early ’70s at the Hartt College of 
Music in Hartford, Conn. Elmer Nagy, 
then opera department chair at Hartt, en- 
couraged his singers to learn Shakespeare 
to develop their acting skills. 

“I had a fair amount of acting ability, 
which surprised him because he had diffi- 
culty finding singers who could act,” she 
said. “I ended up being his guinea pig. He 
would do improv with me and all other 
kinds of things to illustrate different acting 

“I fell in love with Shakespeare. I fell in 
love with the language and with the idea 
that I could act,” said Houston. “I just 
found there was something really gutsy 
about doing classical theater.” 
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Since, 1979 

Tex Mexican/ Cuisine 

Reasonable Prices 
I FREE DELIVERY! 

EXICAL1 

Restaurant 


Available, for Pay ties 
Saturday &, Sunday Brunch 
includes cs>iuylunentary drink, 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12- 10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 






NATIVE AMERICAN r 


3 Days of Singing, Dancing, Music, Crafts, 
Jewelry, Food, Birds of Prey & More . . . 
by Native American artists from across the Americas 

JUNE 9 th - 11™^ 

Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, NY 
Gateway National Recreational Area 
FRI: 11 AM-6 PM • SAT: 11AM-8PM • SUN: 11AM-7PM 


GRAND ENTRY OF DANCERS 

SAT: 1:OOPM & 4:OOPM- SUN: 1:OOPM 

FREE PARKING rain or shine 

CAR: Belt Pkway to Exit 1 1-S Flatbush Ave. South 
TRAIN: 2 or 5 train to Bklyn College - last stop Flatbush Ave. 
BUS: Take Green Line Q 35 Bus to Floyd Bennet Field 

FOLLOW SIGNS TO EVENT! 

$10 Adults • $5 Children/Seniors • School Groups Welcome Friday $5 

Hot Line: (718) 686-9297 
(718)686-0012 

www.redhawkcouncil.org 
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A question of balance 


By Darrin Siegfried 

I ’m often asked “What makes a wine good?” It’s 
an excellent question, so let’s address it. What 
does make a wine “good”? When I taste wines 
the first thing I look for is balance, so let’s discuss 
what exaedy it is that should be in balance. 

White wines have alcohol, acidity and fruit 
and/or sweetness as their main characteristics, and 
all three should be there in your glass, and in bal- 
anced amounts. A wine with too much alcohol will 
feel hot on your tongue, as if someone added some 
vodka to the wine. Acidity in wine comes mainly 
from citric, tartaric, and malic acids, all of which 
are natural components of grape juice. Lactic acid 
is found in wine when the winemaker allows a sec- 
ond fermentation, called malolactic fermentation 
to change the malic acid (from the Latin “malo”, 
meaning apple, and giving wine a green apple note) 
into lactic acid (found in dairy products and having 
a smoother, softer feel in the mouth), which lowers 
the overall Ph of the wine. Too much acidity will 
pucker your mouth, like sucking on a lemon. Too 
litde and the wine will taste flat and flabby, without 
tone. Last week we talked about dry wines and 
sweet wines, and mentioned fruitiness, which is not 
dependent on sugar. This is the third characteristic 
to look for in white wines: fruit and/or sugar. This 
is where the aromas and flavors come in. Not 
enough, and its more like drinking water than a 
glass of wine. Too much, and its like fruit punch, 
or like an over sweetened soft drink with alcohol 
added. Its a bit like the story of Goldilocks, look- 
ing for everything not too small, not too big, just 
right: all three of these aspects need to be present in 
quantities sufficient to balance off the other two, 
but not so much as to dominate the others. The 
reason a great sweet wine such as a First Growth 
that there is plenty of 


players. Tannins, found 
skins of grapes, are natural preservatives. The 
process of turning animal skins into leather is called 
tanning because it uses tannic acid to remove the 
blood and fats from the hide. Tannins, which we 
feel as having a drying effect on the sides of the 
tongue, are what makes red wine a better match 
with red meat. The presence of tannins is the main 
reason that red wines tend to age better than white 
wines. Acidity also is an important factor in the 
balance of red wines. Too little and the wine will 
lack “nerve” and seem flabby. Too much and the 
wine will be unpleasandy tart. 

Much has been made about the use of oak 


barrels in wine making, and we’ll give that a col- 
umn in the near future, but lets touch on the sub- 
ject for a moment now. Tannins and lignins are 
also present in oak barrels, and many of the 
world’s finest red wines, meant for years of cellar- 
ing before they are ready to be drunk, spend so 
time in new oak. The problem with many w 
makers, though, is that they think wine drinkers 
will confuse the taste of oak with quality, and 
sadly many have. New barrels cost $600 to $700 
each, so some wine makers flavor their wines by 
soaking oak chips in the wine. When I’m tasting 
a wine and I smell and taste oak, I ask myself if 
the wine spent time maturing in oak because it 
11 be aged or simply to add oa’ 


a fan of c 


rly oaked wine 
t my wines to also show complexity: 

)f the unique place where the 


xx - « PeS 

were grown (the French call this a sense of “ter- 
roir”). I want finish: the taste of the wine should 
linger in the mouth after the wine has been swal- 
lowed. I want my wine to either make me smile d 
way a simple country wine can, or to make n 
think, the way a great wine demands. If I only wai 
to quench my thirst I’ll drink beer. I want wit 
made by a wine maker who doesn’t demand attei 
tion: wine is meant to be enjoyed with food, ar 
even the greatest of wines tastes best with a me; 
Too many wine makers are making unbalanced 
monster wines, wines that taste as if the grapes 
were on steroids. They’re too “big”, too high in 
alcohol. Sadly, these are the wines that many 
“critics” praise with high numbers. 

get about price when they taste. Just because they 
get to taste these wines for free doesn’t change the 
fret that that sc ' * 1 r 

them when they are put on sale! I always th 
price when I taste, and value is the other compo- 
nent that must be in balance for me to consider the 
wine “good”. There are plenty of wines on the 
market that sell for $24 that taste like $12 bottles. 
It’s the $12 wines that taste like $24 that I’m after, 
and I often manage to find. It takes work, and a 
willingness to forget about going along with the 
crowd. (When you buy a wine that spends mil- 
lions for ads, YOU are paying for those ads.) I 
spend time looking for wines that are balanced in 
all of these areas, and I love doing it. Maybe it’s my 
Libra nature or maybe I simply love wine and a 
good value! I always love to hear my customers 
tell me how much they enjoy the wines I pick out 
for Red White & Bubbly. They taste so good, 
they went so well with dinner, and they taste like 
I spent more than I did. 
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211 Fifth Avenue 

it6 M* (bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 

>ubbly Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 



Grammy winning Latin rock brothers / 
British blue-eyed soul sensation 


in a tribute to 
Brenda Fassi & 
Miriam Makeba w/ 
VUSIMAHLASELA 
and a very special 
South AFrican guest 

SAT * 7/1 * 7:00 




— tmi 


LosLonlev 

Boys 

James Hunter 


FRI * 6/30 * 6:30 

Washington Mutual Concert Series 

TV ON THE RADIO 

MATT POND PA / VOXTROT 

Brooklyn rockers headline indie triple bill 
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Authentic Mexican Restaurant 

Home of the HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM 

Sizzling Fajitas 

223 5th Avenue | 396 5th Avenue 

PARK SLOPE | PARK SLOPE 

718-783-3276 DHia 718-965-6050 
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Where to GO 


Compiled 
by Susan 
Rosenthal Jay 


For Father's Day, 
there's nothing like 
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Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

GATEWAY TO NATIONS: Annual 
Native American Heritage Cele- 
bration takes place in Gateway 
National Recreation Area's Floyd 
Bennett Field. Redhawk Native 
Amo I, Ar- Coll A oromnA 


$10, $5 seniors and children; 
free for kids ages 6 and younger. 
11 am to 8 pm. (718) 686-9297. 
www.redhawkcouncil.org. 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS WALK: The 
Municipal Art Society offers a 

(212) r 935-20 I 75 et ' r ' 9 bcatl ° n ' 

NORWEGIAN NEW YORK: The 

Scandinavian East Coast 

Suns€rtPari?$ll.Tl am. Meet 
outside the N train's Eighth 
Avenue station. (718) 748-5950. 
CANOE TRIP: Backpacker's Ad- 






history, architecture 

id people buried in Green- 
' id Cemetery. $1 5, $1 2 se 


ts the r 


c j , S 


^ Ik through Fort 
Greene, Clinton Hill and Brooklyn 
Heights. $25. 2 pm to 5 pm. 
Meet at Marriott Hotel Brooklyn, 
333 Adams St. (718) 789-0430. 
SUNSET ECO-CRUISE: NYC Audu- 
bon Society offers a tour to get- 


le of the 3,000 he 


• n 9 oi- 


id the NYC 


>r. $25, $10 ch 

New y York 9 Wate^: 

Street Seaport's Pier 17, lo\ 


!J SEBA00 CANOE CLUB 


Fi^ E J4NAKA 
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ioon. $15, $10 Historic 
bers. 8 pm. Call for 
ration. (631) 549-4891. 


BARGEMU5IC: Classical music 
concert by fortepianist Audrey 

Mozart. Music ^ performed on 

cherinf Mozart, S Bartok and^ 
Brahms. $40. 7:30 pm. Barge- 
music, Fulton Ferry Landing, 

Old Fulton Street at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

BRICK THEATER: presents "Stars 
in Her Eyes." Find out what 
happens when four desperate 
actors get serious about their 
careers. $10. 1:45 pm. 575 Me- 
tropolitan Ave. (212) 352-3101. 
DANCE: Dancing in the Streets 
presents Dancing ji City Parks, 

Company and Ase Dance 
Theater Collection perform a 
program of Caribbean dance 

Coffey U Park, Wstedon Place, 
between Dwight and Richards 
streets. (212) 625-3505. Free. 
OPERA: Regina Opera Company 
performs Verdi's "Un Ballo in 
Maschera." $17, $12 seniors 
and students, $5 teens, children 
free. 7 pm. Regina Hall, corner 
of 65th 5treet and 1 2th 
Avenue. (718) 232-3555. 
THEATER: Illyria Theater presents^ 

a Greek drama. 7 pm. Tobacco 

Ferry State Park (Water and 
New Dock streets). (718)802- 
0603. Free. 

GOLDEN OLDIE5: T 


3 and The Plan 

► and The Char 

Cleftones, The Del ' 


sis. The 


The Encoi 




rsis. 1 

High 5chooI, 
2800 Ocean Parkway. (718) 
266-5585. 

DRE55-UP BALL: Comedy with I 
Bottini. Charitable proceeds t 
benefit The New York City Gc 
and Lesbian Anti-Violen— 
Project. $25 p 

BLACK BOX 5 

Black Box new play festival by 
The Gallery Players. Weekend 


ter Gallery, 234 
14) 318-4280. 


Park. (917) 363-3324. Fr 
651 ART5: presents the pr 
of Rha Goddess's one-w 
theater piece, 


and $2 


Paitl'"?20 


Theater, Long Island Universit 
DeKalb Avenue Extension at 
Fulton Street. (71 8) 636-4181, 
ext. 2229. 

CHILDREN 

PUPPETWORK5: presents a mar 

Wizard of 
Recommended fc 
older. 12:30 


(718) 965-3391. 

KARATE TOURNAMENT: 10:30 
am to 1 pm. Kenshikai Karate 
Dojo, 555 Fifth Ave. at 15th 
Street. (718) 965-8410. Free. 
SHOOTS AND ROOTS: Staten 


I tor ages 4 a 
l and 2:30 pr 


sland Cf 


i's Musei 


n $5. 1 


gardening 

:e, Staten 
Island. (718) 273-2060. 

WORLD OCEANS DAY: New York 
Aquarium celebrates World 
Oceans Day with a weekend full 
of fun activities including per- 
formances by Gigi and trie Lend 
Me A Hand Band. Also, story- 
telling with LuAnn Adams. Music, 
arts and crafts, sea lion demon- 

more. $12 for a ' 


r; free 


senior citizens 65 and olde 

to ^pm.TurfAvenue^nd West 
Eighth Street. (718) 265-FISH. 
FAMILY DAY: Old-fashioned street 

ities and prizes hosted by Emer- 
son-Davis Family Center. Activi- 
ties include petting zoo (with a 
kangaroo), stoiybook puppet 
making, theatrical family pho- 

a fire engine, face painting and 

4 pm^liTEmereon 1 Place? be? 
tween Myrtle and Willoughby 
avenues. (718) 636-1463. Free. 
PINKSTER CARNIVAL: Wyckoff 
Farmhouse Museum hosts its 

Dutch culture. Noon to *5 pm. 
5816 Clarendon Road at Ralph 
Avenue. (718) 629-5400. Free. 
SOCCER TRYOUTS: The Girls 
Travel Program holds tryouts for 
the Fall 2006/Spring 2007 sea- 
son, for the Girls U9, U10, and 
U1 1 traveling teams. 4:30 pm 
to 6:30 pm. Parade Ground, 
field 10, Caton Avenue and 


Serlfsat? June^a" 1 ° ^ Pm ’ 

PERFORMANCE 

STEEL BAND: Kings Plaza Shop- 
Multicultura Arts Festival's Wesi 


by Lefferts 
(718)621- 
lal block- 


0THER 

TAG SALE: Multi-family s 
to 5 pm. 101 Clark St. 

Cadman Plaza West ai 
Street. (718) 875-81 14 

FLEA MARKET: hosted 
Park Baptist Church, 
pm. 7524 14th A vs 
5458. 

STOOP SALE: 11th a 

long stoop sale. 10 am to 4 pm. 
Sackett Street, between Smith 
and Hoyt streets. (718) 596-5543. 

ENTREPRENEUR SEMINAR: The 
Brooklyn Club of the National 
Association of Negro Business 
and Professional Women's Club's 
Inc. and Empire State Develop- 
ment Corp. co-sponsors "How 
to Expand Your Small Business 
Utilizing Government Resources." 
10 am to 2 pm. Empire State 
Development Corp., 625 Atlan- 
tic Center Mall, third floor. Call 
to reserve. (718) 693-7810. Free. 

BLOODLESS MEDICINE: Anyone 


female steel band. Ni 


n. 5406 Fc 


id by St. 


(718)439-8 
BLACK BOX SERIES: by The Gal- 
lery Players. 3 pm. See Sat., 

BARGEMUSIC: Enhanced classical 
. 4 pm. See Sat., 


CHILDREN 

CIRCUS SUNDAY: Family . 
tainment aboard the hi: 
1914 barge in Red Hoo 

giH dancers ' 


I'raTlT 

younger. 


SONG WRITING SERIES: "The 
Gospel Experience" series with 

McT^Stemple'yTndr^axSie- 
gel. $75. 3 pm to 10 pm. South 
Oxford Space, 138 S. Oxford 
St. (212) 765-7910. 

SHORTS: Brooklyn Lyceum pres- 
ents "An Evening of the World's 
Best Short Films." $10. 7 pm. 
227 Fourth Ave. www.brooklyn- 
lyceum.com. (718) 857-4816. 
BENEFIT EVENT: Cattyshack hosts 
a benefit for reproductive rights 
in South Dakota. $10. 7:30 pm 
to 10:30 pm. 249 Fourth Ave. 
(718) 230-5740. 

SPRING PIER SHOW 14: "Tra 


BLOOD DRIVE: N 

Center hosts a drive at K 
County Courts. 9:30 am 
pm. 120 Schermerhorn S 
933-BLOOD. 

BERG LECTURE SERIES: R< 




and 
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5n St. (718) 596-4840, 


"The Genie in a Tin of Ravioli" will be shown at the Brook- 
lyn Museum on June 1 1 as part of the closing program of 
The Brooklyn International Film Festival. 


rdigo performs a collection of 
is original music. 8 pm. Salt 
larsh Nature Center, East 33rd 


expecting to undergo a hospital 
procedure is invited to learn 
about blood conservation at a 
talk hosted by Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital. 10 am to noon. 
339 Hicks St. (718) 780-1006. 
Free. 

SUMMER BBQ: Network of Arab- 
American Citizens sponsors 
event. $5 donation for food. ^ 

Enter park at Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street 
entrance. (212) 592-4052. 

RECIPE CONTEST: Prospect 
Heights Community Supported 
Agriculture Group hosts an event 
featuring food that is nutritious, 
regional, seasonal and grown in 
local gardens. Tastings to all par- 
ticipants. Noon to 3 pm. Pros- 
pect Heights Community Farm, 
252-256 St. Marks Ave. (212) 
645-9880, ext. 231. Free. 

SPRING PIER SHOW 14: "Trans- 
formation," presented by Brook- 
lyn Waterfront Artists Coalition. 

1 pm to 7 pm. 499 Van Brunt 
St. (718) 596-2507. Free. 

FILM FEST: Brooklyn International 

9 ' S1 °' ^'and To^l p^rL Brooklyn 
jm, 200 Eastern Parkway. 
(718) 388-4306. For program 
info, visit www.wbff.org. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents series 
"The Vision That Changed Cin- 


Museum, foot of Conover Street 
in Red Hook. (877) 238-5596. 
PUPPETWORKS: "The Wizard of 
Oz." 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 


BAZAAR: at Ocean Parkway 
Jewish Center. 10 am to 3 pm. 
550 Ocean Parkway. (718) 436- 
4900. 

LECTURE: The Rabbinical Com- 


BAMCINEMATEK: presents "The 
Vision that Changed Cinema" 
with films by Micnelangelo 
Antonioni. Today, "Blow up" 
(1966). $10, $7 children and 
seniors. 4:30 pm and 9:15 pm. 
Also, "Antonioni Shorts." 7 pm. 
30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 777- 
FILM. www.bam.org. 
CATTYSHACK: presents "Cathar- 

S oete' freaks’ ^uries^ers" 1 ' 0 ^ 
m°usidans a comia, e wnteS,' film- 
makers, activists, actors, per- 

Special performance by Ash- 
leigh Flynn. $3. Sign up at 8 
pm. Cattyshack, 249 Fourth 
Ave., between President and 
Carroll streets. (718) 230-5740. 
www.cattyshackbklyn.com 


gan Chase. 10 am to 3:30 pm. 
4 Chase Metrotech Center. 
(800) 933-BLOOD. 

SENIOR EVENT: A.A.R.P Bay 
Ridge Chapter 3630 meets. 
2:30 pm. Community Room of 
Shore Hill Housing, 9000 Shore 
Road. (718) 748-9114. 

SUPPER CLUB: Bay Ridge Senior 
Center offers an evening of 
board games, dancing, supper 


i to 7 pm. 6935 
8) 748-0650, e> 




Today: "I 


Michelani 


n. Congregation B'nai 
101 Ninth St. (718) 207 


5 pm. 126 Seventh Ave. (800) 
933-BLOOD. 

OPEN HOUSE: 1840's Strong Place 
Church invites the community in 
for a tour. 1 pm to 4 pm. 273 
Court St. (718) 625-4776. Free. 

PREGNANT COUPLES CLASS: 
Learn how to obtain stress relief 
through massage. $75 per cou- 
ple. 1 pm to 3:30 pm. Provi- 
dence Day Spa, 55 Wyckoff St. 
Pre-registration required. (718) 
596-6774. 

MEDITATION CLASSES: "Medita- 


BAM RECEPTION: Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music presents "The 
Beautiful Game: Contemporary 
Art and Futbol," a multimedia 
exhibition. 6 pm to 8 pm. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
WORKSHOP: CAMBA Small 

"How to Start Your Business." 
Learn basics of business plan- 

organization^ structures, mar- 


8:30 pr 


. 884 Fk 


(718) 282-2500 ex 
AUTHOR TALKS: Brc 
Library's Central b 


242. Fi 


i" (1966). In 


al the \ 


pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 
777-FILM, www.bam.org. 

SATURDAY NIGHT FILM SERIE 
"Make Your Own Damn Mo> 
master class presented and 
taught by Lloyd Kaufman, 
dent of Troma Studios. 6:3 
Screening of "Troma's War" 
(1988). $5 includes popcorn, 
pm. Coney Island Museum, 1 
Surf Ave. (718) 372-5159. 


Prc 


to 3:30 


$10. 2 

am. Timeless, 124 
08. Also, "Unwind 


i, 184 DeKalb 


6 n 30 P pT 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

VICTORIAN HOUSE TOUR: Flat- 


>h Devel 


unng 


a self-guided tc 
Victorian-style homes. $20 

6 pm. Tickets sold at 1616 
Newkirk Ave. (718) 859-3800. 

PARK TOUR: Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation 
hosts a guided walking tour of 
the new waterfront park taking 
shape on the East River. Learn 
about the site's history, current 
condition and the design of the 
future park. 2 pm. Meet at 334 
Furman St., north of Atlantic 
Avenue. (212) 803-3826. Free. 

GATEWAY TO NATIONS: Annual 


Lucky Lotus Yoga, 1 8 
Ave. (718)496-5514. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents series 
"The Vision That Changed 
Cinema: Michelangelo Anto- 
nioni." Today: "Blowup" (1966). 
In Italian with English subtitles. 
$10. 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm 
and 9:15 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. 
(718) 777-FILM, www.bam.org. 

FILM FEST: Brooklyn International 
Film Festival presents "Enigma- 
9." $10. Films at 2 pm, 4 pm, 5 
pm and 7 pm. Award ceremony 
follows. Brooklyn Museum, 200 
Eastern Parkway. (718) 388- 
4306. For program info, visit 
www.wbff.org. 

SUNDAYS AT SUNNY'S: Readings 
of the short-story anthology 
"Hard Boiled Brooklyn." $3. 3 


as Lesbian, Gay, Bise 


of Bishop Gene Robinson." 7 
pm. Grand Army Plaza. (718) 
230-2100. Also, Sigrid Nunez 
reads and discusses passages 
from her novel "The Last of Her 
Kin." 6:30 pm. Park Slope 
Library, 431 Sixth Ave. (718) 
832-1853. Free. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents "The 
Vision that Changed Cinema" 
with films by Micnelangelo 
Antonioni. Today, "Blowup" 
(1966). $10, $7 children and 
seniors. 4:30 pm, 7 pm and 
9:15 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. 

(718) 777-FILM, www.bam.org. 

PARK TOUR: Brooklyn Bridge Park 


about the site's history, current 
condition and the design of the 
future park. 2 pm. Meet at 334 
Furman St., north of Atlantic 
Avenue. (212) 803-3826. Free. 


HEALTHCARE: Military fam 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


lore. Send your listing by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Papers, 55 
Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834- 
278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We regret 
le cannot take listings over the phone. 


SvvCCER 

At its Best Academy 


SUMMER 2006 CAMPS 


Brownstone Brooklyn Location 

All week-long sessions, 9am- lpm 

Session 1 : June 1 9-23 • Session 2: June 26-30 
Session 3: July 10-14 • Session 4: July 17-21 
AGES 4-18 


"Best coaching staff I've seen 
in 25 years." 

— Ron McEachen, Head Coach, Skidmore College 


Kinderkicks, Intermediate & Advanced programs 
Boys & Girls Travel Teams coached by SABA 


Soccer At its Best Academy 

(718) 781-9173 • www.sabaskills.com 


Target GiftCard. 1 1 am or 1 
pm. Fort Hamilton Community 
Club, 207 Sheridan Loop. For 

tion, call Kelly Baker at (212) 
356-4943. Free. 

LUNCHEON: National Council of 


hattan Beach Jewish Center, 60 
West End Ave. Call for ticket 
info. (718) 376-8164. 

INSTALLATION DINNER: Hadas- 
sah Brooklyn Region President, 
Judi Silversmith and the 2006- 
07 Region Board, are honored. 
$25. 6:30 pm. Kosher Chinese 
Restaurant, 1424 Elm Ave. (718) 
382-6454. 

WORKSHOP: "Motherhood - 
Everything You Should Know 
But The Guide Books Left Out!" 
Cheryl Levine, LCSW leads 
workshop for new moms. 7 pm 
to 8:15 pm. Brooklyn Women's 
Services, 9201 Fourth Ave., sec- 
ond floor. (718) 748-1234. Free. 

LECTURE: The Rabbinical Con 


ooklyn 
to Cyber- 

tures. Today's topic: "Pardes: 
Torah's Multiple Perspectives." 
Call for price info. 7:45 pm to 
9:15 pm. Congregation B'nai 
Jacob, 401 Ninth St. (718) 207- 
1701. 

MEDITATION CLASS: Western 
Buddhist nun hosts demo. 7 pm 
to 8:30 pm. First Unitarian Con- 
gregational Society, 48 Monroe 
Place. (718) 496-5514. Free. 
KINGS COUNTY SHAKESPEARE: 
presents "Twelfth Night." $18, 
$9 students and seniors. 8 pm. 
BRIC Studio, 647 Fulton St. 

(212) 868-4444. 

BAMCINEMATEK: "Mandingo" 
(1975). $10, $7 children and 


Thurs, June 15 


COMPUTER CLASS: Bay Ridge 
Senior Center offers a class in 
Microsoft Excel. $35. 9 am to 
10:30 am. 6935 Fourth Ave. 
(718) 748-0650, ext. 118. 

SENIOR TALK: Heights and Hill 
Community Council Services for 
Older Adults presents Lorraine 
Diehl, author of "Subways: The 


at Built New York 
_. v . _ r m to 3:30 f 
M ontague St. Pre-re 


City." 2 pr 


BAMCINEMATEK: presents "The 
Vision that Changed Cinema" 
Micnelangelo 

onicle of 


with films by M 
Antonioni. Today, "Chronicle i 
a" (1950). $10, $7 childrer 


and se 


4:30 pm, 7 pr 


_.n. 30 Lafayette Ave. 

(718) 777-FILM, www.bam.org. 
BUSINESS BASICS: The Business 
Outreach Center Network and 
Doral Bank offer a seminar for 

available and how to create a 
business plan. 6 pm to 7 pm. 
478 Fifth Ave. (718) 624-9115. 

BROOKLYN BALLET: presents 
"Take Ballet to the Streets." 
6:30 pm. Tob< 


MEETING: Community Board 15 

reception. 7 pm to 9 pm. 
Working session at 6 pm. PS 295, 
330 18th St. (718) 935-4267. 
BARGEMUSIC: presents Jeffrey 


Chopin's "Pa 


aperforr 


:e of 
nd Nos- 


students. 7:30 pm. Fulton Ferr 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 
BLACK BOX SERIES: Ninth annu; 

sented by The Gallery Players. 

Peace 6 " sfi^ll^niorsJ^L 
199 14th St. (212) 353-3101. 

CELEBRATE BROOKLYN: Per- 


ind 


28th ar 


mmg ar 


ison of 


singer Maceo Parkei 
is. $3 donation. 8 pr 
;ninp night gala fe; 


(718) 855-7882, ext. 26. 

KINGS COUNTY SHAKESPEARE: 
"Twelfth Night" 8 pm. See Sat, 
June 17. 

MISS PRINCESS - BROOKLYN: 

Today is sign-up deadline for 
young ladies between the age 
of 3 months to 17 years com- 

Broo^yn r Even°fee:'?0-$ToO SS 
Competition takes place July 15 
at The Gregory Hotel in Bay 
Ridge. Call. (917) 584-7685. 


SENIOR CINEMA: "Rear Window" 
(1954). Directed by Alfred Hitch- 
cock, with James Stewart and 
Grace Kelly. 10 am. Refresh- 
ments served. BAM Rose 
Cinema, 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 


BAMCINEMATEK: pi 


ts "The 


Vision that Changed Cinema" 
with films by Micnelangelo 


HA 

DAS 

SAH 


Film Forum 

Sponsored by Hadassah Brooklyn Region 
and Hadassah Leadership Academy 


Powerful , up-to-date documentaries focus on 
building bridges to peace and bringing together 
the diverse faces of today's Hadassah. 


PROGRAM A: 4: 30 -7pm 


PROGRAM B: 7:30-1 0pm 

In Vienna They Put You in Jail 


Imagining Peace 

Cheryl Blaylock 


Lisa Gossels 

The Forgotten Refugees 


Suicide Killers 

Michael Grynszpan/The David Project 


Pierre Rehov 


Thursday, June 15, 2006 

The Center for Jewish History • 15 West 16th Street, Manhattan 


Q&A sessions with panels or filmmakers after each program 


Program: $20 • Tickets & Info: 718.382.6454 
www.brooklyn.hadassah.org 
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Saddle up 

A Prairie Home Companion 9 
gets big-screen treatment 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

G arrison Keillor, a man who talks 
for a living, never dreamed of 
making a movie based on his 
beloved radio show, “A Prairie Home 
Companion.” But when veteran, 
award-winning filmmaker Robert Alt- 
man offered to do just that, Keillor was 
willing to listen. 

“I didn’t want to make a movie about 
radio,” Keillor told reporters in Manhattan 
this week. “But Altman wanted to make 
the movie. It was the last thing I had in 
mind.” 

It wasn’t that Keillor didn’t want to be 
on the big screen. It’s just that he had an- 
other project in mind, one based on his 16 
books set in the fictional town of Lake 
Wobegon, where all the kids are “above 
average.” 

“I had lunch with [Altman] in Chicago 
in 2002 and I was trying to pitch him a 
‘Lake Wobegon’ movie. I’ve been trying 
for years to make a movie about ‘Lake 
Wobegon.’ 

“But he wasn’t buying it,” Keillor re- 
called. “He wanted to make a movie 
about a radio show — my radio show 
— and he asked 
me to write the 
screenplay, and I 
decided that I 
would rather write 
the screenplay 
than have some- 

The Minnesota 
native said he 
trusted Altman 
with his material because the “Gosford 
Park,” “M*A*S*H” and “Nashville” di- 
rector hails from Missouri and shares his 
regional sensibilities. 

“Mr. Altman is a mid-Westemer, and he 
( en lly a> i what he thinks, and so I 
found it easy to work with him,” Keillor 
added. 

Written by the radio show’s creator, 
based on a story idea he developed with 
his frequent collaborator, Ken LaZebnik, 
“A Prairie Home Companion” is a star- 
studded comedy about the final perform- 
ance of a fictitious radio variety show that 
miraculously survives the age of televi- 
sion, only to be snuffed out by a Texas 
conglomerate. 

Shot mainly in St. Paul, Minnesota’s 


famed Fitzgerald Theater, the film casts 
Keillor as the show’s host; Meryl Streep 
and Lily Tomlin as a country music- 
singing sister duo; Lindsay Lohan as 
Streep’s daughter, a wannabe singer who 
also writes downbeat poetry; Woody Har- 
relson and John C. Reilly as a crooning 
cowboy act; Kevin Kline as a backstage 
security guard who thinks he’s a 1940s pri- 
vate detective; and Virginia Madsen as a 
mysterious blonde angel. 

Explaining how he enjoyed being able 
to fine-tune the script once he knew who 
the players were, Keillor noted, “I had 
their voices in mind and that’s great to be 
able to write to specific voices: Meryl’s 
kind of modulated, Midwestern voice [in 
the movie] and writing for Lily, which was 
kind of like writing for a car horn.” 

Admitting how important music is to 
the film, Keillor insists he was always con- 
fident the actors would be able to handle 
the singing parts of their roles. 

“We all knew that Meryl could sing — 
she’s sung in pictures before,” he re- 
marked. “She has a very natural, lovely 
voice. I didn’t know that Lindsay Lohan 
could sing like that. I knew that she had 
made a CD, but she’s a real belter. I guess 
kids leam that going to theater school. Lily 
is a dogged singer.” 
Although Streep, 
Tomlin and Kline 
are notorious im- 
provisers, and Alt- 
man is known for 
encouraging spon- 
taneity, Keillor says 
everyone stuck 
close to the text. 
“The screenwriter 
was on the set at all times,” he quipped. 
“The script police were there. You can’t re- 
ally put a lid on Lily, and Kevin does a lot 
of improvisation, but the rest stayed pretty 
close to the script.” 

Tomlin agreed — but only to a point. 

“Pretty much it was what was written, 
but the delivery was more improvised,” 
she said. 

For her part, Streep confirmed that 
she was the one who told Kline to 
loosen up and go off text when they 
were making “Sophie’s Choice” togeth- 
er nearly 25 years ago. 

“Anything to shake the Kline de- 
meanor; the foundations of propriety!” she 
said, laughing. 

“That was another great director,” 


CINEMA 


opened June 9 at the Cobble h 

[265 Court St. at Butler Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 596-9113] and BAM Rose Cin 
mas [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Pla 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
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Oscar winner on the 'Prairie'; Meryl Streep stars in Robert Altman' 
"Prairie Home Companion" with Garrison Keillor (background). 


Streep continued. “The great great Alan J. 
Pakula. Only the most confident directors 
encourage you to play around with the 
script and make it your own.” 

Tomlin and Streep only vaguely knew 
each other before doing this movie togeth- 
er, but the actresses slipped into their 
“Prairie” personas quite easily while pro- 
moting the film in New York. Acting a bit 
like real-life sisters, the actresses good-na- 
turedly talked over one another and fin- 
ished each other’s sentences. 

“That’s how families are,” Streep said, 
revealing that she and Tomlin really only 
spent about eight to 10 days together on 
the film set. 

“It just seems so amazing that it was 
that amount of time,” Streep confided. “I 
said to Robert Altman: ‘You’re going to 
ruin it for these young directors! You’re 
81, you have everything wrong with you: 
heart, shoulders, knee, everything that 
could go wrong and you make a movie in 
21 days, with this huge cast and it’s good 
and you have it edited three weeks later 
and done, pretty much locked.’ How 
about, if to every young director, the studio 
goes: ‘Well, Robert Altman did it, why 
can’t you? You’re 26.’ I just thought it was 
amazing.” 

Streep then confessed there was a time 
before production started when she wor- 
ried that her own knee surgery might keep 
her out of the film. The star of “Adapta- 
tion” and “The Hours” recalled that while 
Altman and the film’s backers gasped at 
the idea of her dropping out, Keillor rel- 
ished the notion of writing the Oscar-win- 
ning actress into a wheelchair for the dura- 
tion of the film shoot 

“He loved that idea!” Streep exclaimed. 
“The idea that he could confine me, so I 


wouldn’t be able to move . . . Garrison 
went: ‘Hmm. Opportunity!’ To make this 
person in a wheelchair and have a hoist 
pull her up out of the basement in the 
wheelchair and drop her back down! But 
the surgery went fine.” 

Despite the short amount of time they 
had together, Streep and Tomlin bonded 
off-camera just fine, they said, recalling 
one particular day when they unwitting- 
ly stumbled side-by-side into what could 
have been a very dangerous situation. 

“The sky turned red and it gets real still 
because a tornado’s coming, but we didn’t 
know and we’re saying, ‘Oh, it’s so beau- 
tiful,”’ Tomlin recounted. 

“And then we hear, ‘Woo-hoo! Woo- 
hoo! Woo-hoo!”’ Streep interjected, us- 
ing her legendary talent for accents to do 
a loud impression of an air-raid siren. 

“People are yelling: ‘Meryl! Lily! Get 
out of the street!”’ Tomlin continued. 

“And we’re just thinking, ‘Isn’t it weird 
that there was this weird sky AND a fire? 
This is so exciting!’ It was a tornado warn- 
ing,” Streep concluded. 

Asked if there will be a reunion for the 
pair who got along so famously on the set, 
on the publicity trail to promote the film 
and even on the recent Academy Awards 
telecast where they presented Altman with 
an honorary Oscar for his body of work, 
Tomlin replied, “There should be!” 

Streep wasn’t so sure, though. 

“I don’t think so, no,” she demurred. 
“There are real singers out there who own 
the territory ... We could do ‘Wobegon,’ 
though.” 

“Or Holiday Inns,” Tomlin suggested. 

“I’ve been working on Garrison to get 
us a job on that,” Streep said. ‘We’ve been 
sucking up for months.” 


Where to GO... 


Antonioni. Today, "II Grido" 
(1957). $10, $7 children and 
seniors. 4:30 pm, 7 pm and 9:15 
pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 
777-FILM, www.bam.org. 
BARGEMUSIC: presents Jeffrey 
Swann in a performance of 
Chopin's "New Visions of the 

students. 7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: pres- 


N. Sixth Street. (212) 868-4444. 

CELEBRATE BROOKLYN: Per- 

28th annual summer season of 
i and film. 


$3 


Today: Bud Light 

Series with Tiempo Libre, 

Garcia and Cuban Cowboys. 3 
donation. 8 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell, Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West. (718) 855- 
7882. 

AUCTION: hosted by Dynamite 
Youth Center. $10 includes 


O and East 12th Street. (718) 
376-7923. 

OUTDOOR CINEMA: "The King 
and I" (1956). Sundown. Great 


Ridge Avenue and 72nd Street. 
(718) 748-9848. Free. 

BLACK BOX SERIES: by The 
Gallery Players. 8 pm. See Sat., 

KINGS COUNTY SHAKESPEARE: 

"Twelfth Night" 8 pm. See Sat, 
June 17. 

SUMMER PROGRAM: St. Domi- 
nic's Church offers a summer 
program from July 10 through 
Aug. 23. Open to kids ages 6 to 
16. Contact the Federation of 

of '^ro^lyn'^^ISJ^S^Is^S 5 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


2and younger. 7 prnto ISo 
71. New York Water Taxi, South 


PERFORMANCE 

BLACK BOX SERIES: Ninth anni 
sented by The Gallery Players 
Peace^S^lll^eni 


Today: Laurie Anderson and 
Chirgilchin. $3 donation. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park band shell, 
Ninth Street and Prospect Park 
West (718) 855-7882. 
BARGEMUSIC: presents Jeffrey 

Chopin's "In’theTparisian Salon." 
$35, $30 seniors, $20 students. 
7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

KINGS COUNTY SHAKESPEARE: 
presents "Twelfth Night." $18, 
$9 students and seniors. 8 pm. 
BRIC Studio, 647 Fulton St. 

(212) 868-4444. 

CHILDREN 


n. $25, $18 rn 

11 am to 12:30 pm. New York 
Aquarium, Surf Avenue and 
West Eighth Street. (718) 265- 
FISH. 

PUPPETWORKS: presents a mari- 


ard of Oz." $8, $7 ch 
Dmmended for 
>r. 12:30 pr 


rzar De'lVaHe l 


Sz 


I tor ages 4 and 
i and 2:30pm. 

(718) 965-3391. 

OTHER 

SIDEWALK SALE: Clinton Avenue 
Association hosts a sale of plants, 
books, furniture, baked goods. 


ies. n (71 ^636-9263. 


(718) 788-8500. 

WALKING TOUR: Mauricio Lorence 
hosts the Metro Tour Service, 
taking a walk through Fort 
Greene, Clinton Hill and Brooklyn 
Heights. $25. 2 pm to 5 pm. 
Meet at Marriott Hotel Brooklyn, 
333 Adams St. (718) 789-0430. 

BROOKLYN AT TWILIGHT: Big 
Onion Walking Tours takes a 
stroll over the Brooklyn Bridge 
and through Brooklyn Heights. 
Stops include Plymouth Church, 
the AA Low Mansion and sites 
associated with Arthur Miller, 
Robert Moses and Norman 


jewelrytoysandj 


is. 10 an 


w Utrecht Reformed 
Church, 84th Street and 1 8th 
Avenue. (718) 236-0678. 
LECTURE: Community health dis- 
cussion facilitated by city^farms 

Fleming. 1 1 am. Hattie Carthan 
Garden, Marcy and Lafayette 
avenues. (718)638-3566. Free. 
EXHIBIT: Tabla Rasa Gallery pres- 
ents "Living in the Shadows," 
by Brenda Collincj and Danny 

design, puppetry, sculpture and 
theater. 2 pm. 224 48th St. 
(718) 833-9100. Free. 
RENEGADE CRAFT FAIR: More 
than 200 crafters from all over 


Mafia, Fred Flare, John Cup- 
cakes, Make Workshops, Repro- 
depot Fabrics and more. 
McCarren Park, North 12th 
Street and Bedford Avenue in 
Williamsburg. 11 am to 6 pm. 
For more information, visit: 
www.renegadecraft.com. 
SPRING PIER SHOW 14: "Trans- 

sented by Brooklyn Waterfront 

499Van Brunt St. (718) 596- Pm ’ 
2507. Free. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents "The 
Vision that Changed Cinema" 
with films by Michelangelo 
Antonioni. Today, "L'Awentura" 
(1960). $10, $7 children and 
seniors. 4:30 pm, 7 pm and 
9:15 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. 

(718) 777-FILM, www.bam.org. 
FILM SERIES: "Smithereens" (1982). 


SurfXe. 


Father’s Day 

OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: Kings 


768-7300. Free. 

WATER, ETERNITY & TIME 
WARPS: Brooklyn Center for 
the Urban Environment hosts a 
walking tour of the Brooklyn- 
Queens border. Discover the 
mysteries of Brooklyn's water 

$^senio^s eS ' 
and students. 10:30 am to 1 pm. 
Meet at the rear of the Queens- 
bound platform at Eastern Park- 
way/ Broadway station of the 
J/L/A/C trains. (718) 788-8500. 


BARGEMUSIC: presents Jeffrey 
Swann in a performance of 
Chopin's "The Piano and Bel 


Landing, ( 
the East F 


:30 pm. Fulton Ferry 
Id Fulton Street at 
rer. (718) 624-2083. 


Eastern Parkway. (718) 638-7600. 
KINGS COUNTY SHAKESPEARE: 
"Twelfth Night." 2 pm and 7 
pm. See Sat, June 17. 

BLACK BOX SERIES: by The 
Gallery Players. 3 pm. See Sat., 

CHILDREN 


acrobats, 


Aquarium, Surf Avenue and West 
Eighth Street. (718) 265-3558. 
CIRCUS SUNDAY: Family enter- 
tainment aboard the historic 
je in Red Hook fea- 

$6 children age 12 and younger. 

1 pm and 4 pm. Waterfront 
Museum, foot of Conover Street 
in Red Hook. (877) 238-5596. 
PUPPETWORKS: "The Wizard of 
Oz." 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 
See Sat., June 17. 

OTHER 

FUNDRAISER: for American Cancer 
Society. The Brooklyn Cyclones 
hosts a 3.5 mile walk. 10 am. Visit 

more ki^ l )7y^449-8497 m ^ 



“Transit Workers”: 

The Real Story of Employees 
of New York City Transit 


D onovan Smith is not your typical 9-to-5 New York City 
Transit worker. “Riders who ride the subways and 
buses don’t see what transit workers go through - they don’t 
see the working conditions. I want them to see this aspect of 
life from our point of view,” he says. “That is why I decided 
to produce a show that would tell people the real story.” 


By Marianna Hernandez 


When describing how Casale 
touched her life, Pietravalle com- 
mented, "Michael encourages 
people. He enhances their lives 
through God and makes people 
want to live better lives. He doesn’t 
focus on your handicap, but en- 
hances what you have.” 

Because of Casale, Pietravalle 
found the strength she needed to 
make meaningful changes in her 
life; the more involved she became 
with the church community, the 
more her confidence improved 
and her faith intensified. In addi- 
tion to her job at Health Plus, she 
became the church secretary, 
which has helped her develop sub- 
stantial computer skills. Having 
worked as a sound technician for 
college theatrical productions, she 
also offered to take over the 
soundboards after noticing that 
the Pastor needed help. 

When members of the church 
began to discuss the possibility of 
creating a public access program 
based on the church’s weekly wor- 
ship service, Pietravalle was the nat- 
ural choice to be the program’s pro- 
ducer, having already displayed her 
technical savvy. Not surprisingly, 
she was hesitant when the Pastor 
approached her with the idea. 

“I had never even thought of 
working with the camera or any of 
that stuff,” she admitted. “Although 
I was nervous and scared, he had 
faith in me and knew I could do it. 
Because of the encouragement he 
gave me, I was able to step out of 
my comfort zone.” 


So Pietravalle agreed to give it a 
try, knowing that she would be 
working as a servant of God. 
Despite her busy schedule, she 
attended TV production workshops 
at Brooklyn Community Access 
Television (BCAT) on tbe week- 
ends, where she learned the basics of 
camerawork, lighting, and editing. 

“Everyone at BCAT was so help- 
ful and nice. I met a lot of interest- 
ing friends that I still work with.” 

Soon enough, Pietravalle was 
recording Casale’s sermons and edit- 
ing them into half-hour programs. 
The show, which, like the church is 
called “ Calvary Praise and Worship 
Center ,” is now a fixture of BCAT’s 
Sunday line-up of faith-based pro- 
gramming. 

Pietravalle and Casale and the rest 
of the production crew are pleased 
to think that the redemptive powers 
of their ministry are reaching the 
community through BCAT - and 
are further encouraged knowing that 
their program can be streamed via 
the BCAT website and viewed by 
anyone around the world who has 
access to an Internet connection. 

The program’s aim is to reach out 
and share the word of God with 
those who are lost or who are unable 
to attend church - and there is evi- 
dence that this is occurring. The 
church’s congregation has doubled 
since the show went on air last year. 
Pietravalle knows several new mem- 
bers who were introduced to the 
church through BCAT. Attracted by 
Casale’s warm and welcoming ser- 
mons, these viewers are now regular 



Donovan Smith, producer of 
the monthly show Transit 
Workers on BCAT. 


attendees. 

Another testament that folks are 
watching is that Casale is now fre- 
quently recognized around the 
neighborhood as “the pastor from 

TV”. 

The Pastor, who is very down to 
earth outside of church, has been 
known to karaoke with church 
members. And he is a memorable 
orator, to be sure. Pietravalle 
believes his interactive style is ideal 
for television but admits it can 
present a challenge. “He moves all 
over the church. It is sometimes 
hard to keep him in the frame! 
Other times, I get so into it that I 
forget I am filming!” 

Services are held Sundays at 
12:30pm and Tuesdays at 7pm at 
1436 67 Street in Brooklyn. To 
reach the church by phone, call 
718-621-HOPE. 


Transit Workers can be seen 
on BCAT every third 
Saturday of the month, at 
6:30pm, on Time Warner 
Cable Channel 56 and 
Cablevision Channel 69. For 
more information, please log 
on to www.bcat.tv/bcat. 


COMPLETE BCAT PROGRAMMING GUIDE 
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GO 

■King’ of Kings 

Outdoor film series kicks unspools Friday 


By Sharon Seitz 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T he Narrows Botanical Garden 
in Bay Ridge is two, two, two 
treats in one. Not only is it a 
lush, 4.5-acre landscape with but- 
terfly gardens, a turtle sanctuary, 
shady tree groves and a Zen gar- 
den, but each summer, it hosts a se- 


ries of free outdoor films. 

The first of the five-film series is 
the family friendly musical, “The 
King and I,” starring the late great 
baldie, Yul Brenner (pictured). It 
will begin on Friday, June 16 at 
sundown (8:29 pm) on the garden’s 
Great Lawn (raindate, June 23). 
That gives you plenty of daylight 
hours to lay down a blanket or set 


up a lawn chair and enjoy a picnic 
before the film (although popcorn 
and snacks are available). 

For a complete schedule of 
films, or for directions, go to 
www.narrowsbg.org. 

Sharon Seitz is the author of 
"Big Apple Safari for Families, 
The Urban Park Rangers’ Guide to 
Nature in New York City. ” 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 

^ I, f t, v r , 



Gear up for a Recording Adventure! 

teens learn music recording with a pro 



• Full or half-day session in a working studio 

• Small groups for maximum participation 

• Particpants leave with a CD they recorded 

• Taught by veteran musician/producer Paul Guzzone 

• In Dumbo, Brooklyn, 2 blocks from F train 



Nature OrIentecI, PhysicAlly AcrivE 
OutcIoor, TRAVEliiMq DAy Camp 

26 years of Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 

& 



DAiLy Trips to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or the beach. Weekly hikes 
through native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PI. 

FlExiblE ScliEdcU: 7, 4, 5 or 6 weeUs. 

~ i , 4 or 5 days a weeU. 

EARly ditop'oFF (8am) ANd Late pick up (6pM) AVAiUbU 

Ages 5 to 1 1 years 


Park Slope • (718) 768-6419 



Jluggs 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
j sn Exclusive outdoor facilities 

IQ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


'Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 


122 Pierrepont Street 
at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
718-403-9516 

w.brooklynchildren.org 


6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 


Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 June 26th - August 11th 

At The Hannah Senesh School, 215 Pacific St. 
Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 
is® Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 

Session 1: June 26 - July 7th, Session 2: July 10th - July 21st Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session. 

Session 3: July 24th - Aug 4th, Session 4 (1 week only): Aug 7th - 1 1th Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per sr 

Contact: SimcEia (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 • Jewishrevolution@aol.com 



WHAT'S COOKING? 



i COOK!, our eight-week program 
children essential kitchen skills 
rniques. Kids learn how to measure, 

, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
prepare wholesome and delicious 
around the world. 

Afterschool classes 

Private Parties 

Fun & learning for ages 6-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 


KidsEHa 



Arts & Crafts 
Store & Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s Workshops 

Mosaics for Adults Tues,6/13 

Printmaking for Adults Wed, 6/14 

Make a Father’s Day present . Thurs,6/15 
for Kids 

Dll Painting Miniatures Thurs,B/15 

Draw (then eat S. drink] Still Life..Fri,6/16 

(Pre-registration required] 

















PARK SLOPE WINDSOR TERRACE BAY RIDGE 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


Let us pay your toll 
to Staten Island... 

by offering Brooklyn residents 
50% OFF our annual tuition. 

Limited time offer for K-8 th 

CALL TODAY! 


718 * 351*4442 


New Dorp Christian Academy 


Committed, to excellence 
in Academic and Spiritual education 

259 Rose Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10306 





Choo's Jimmy in Baltimore 




f/J- 


summer day camp 



. Vl hcD l h r ftiTf-iir Flji n 

S Different activities daily 

4i- Experienced staff 

weekly & monthly sessions 

X 

J|EI 4-14 

7L4 765 3SZC- 
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ART FOR 


theartistrypr^l 

•After school programs 'Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett street Free trial for new students, 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 


S MARTMOM BOUGHT 
her first pair of Jimmy 
Choo’s on Saturday af- 
ternoon in Baltimore. She 
doesn’t know what got into 
her. She doesn’t even remem- 
ber exactly how it happened. 
It’s all sort of a blur. 

She found the teal patent- 
leather sandals, reduced from 
$600 to $150, in a fancy mall 
near the Radisson Hotel where 
she and her extended family were 
staying for her rich cousin’s eld- 
est daughter’s wedding. 

Alone and dangerous, she was 
in a strange mood when she tried 
on those three-inch stiletto heels. 
She felt like Cinderella after her 
fairy godmother turned her rags 
into something a bit more suit- 
able for a ball. 

Smartmom knew those Jim- 
my Choo’s would look great with 
the black dress she bought. They 
might even make the outfit. And 
she knew that she would fit right 
in with that wealthy Baltimore 
crowd accustomed to spending 
$600 on sandals. 

What was Smartmom doing? 
She had packed a brand new 
pair of budget gold dress shoes 
from Aerosoles on Seventh Av- 
enue. And she’d already spent a 
month’s earnings for gas, food, 
lodging, the gift, tux rentals and 
new dresses for this wedding. 
But before she could stop her- 
self, her MasterCard was on the 
r and her Jimmy Choo’s 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 


Blame it on Baltimore, where 
Smartmom was exposed to a lev- 
el of opulence and wealth com- 
pletely out of proportion to the 
way she and her family live in 
their apartment on Third Street. 

In one of the homes they vis- 
ited, there was a closet the size 


of Smartmom’s living room, 
dining room and kitchen com- 
bined. Hepcat said it was the 
first closet he’d ever been in 
with an island. That house 
made Jennifer Connolly’s lime- 
stone mansion on Prospect Park 
West look like a tool shed. 

Back in her hotel room, 
Smartmom slipped on her Jim- 
my Choo’s and kvelled over the 
sexy way they made her feet 
look. But she also found herself 
feeling anxious, even skittish, 
about what she’d just done. 

What would she tell Hepcat 
when he saw how much she 
had spent on those shoes? After 
all, they were just getting back 
on their feet after three years of 
self-employment (or was it un- 
employment?). 

And who was she kidding? 
Owning a pair of Jimmy Choo’s 
wouldn’t make Smartmom a 
part of this upscale crowd any 
more than a Brooklyn Industries 
hoodie would make these Balti- 
moreans fit into Park Slope. 
They’d look pretty out of place 
loading organic lacinato kale at 
the Food Coop. 

At the garden wedding the 
next day, a string quartet played 
The Pachelbel Canon, as the 
bridesmaids walked, with diffi- 
culty in the grass, in gold stilettos. 

With endless champagne and 


Experience over 140 years of educational excellence from 
a leader in independent education and give your child the 
best opportunity to succeed 

Adelphi Academy 

“Effectively preparing young people for college, career and life one day at a time. ” 


PRIDE ^ TRADITION 



SPIRIT ^ EXCELLENCE 


The Private, Independent, Continuing, Co-Educational, 
College Preparatory Day School of Choice 
Pre-Kindergarten through 12 th Year 

^Ldelphi Academy teaches children how to think, not just learn! The “Adelphi Plan” encourages 
motivation through involved and hands-on teachers and students. The Academy stresses critical thinking, 
has a 100% college placement rate and is a New York State Regents exempt program. Extra after school 
tutorials, special SAT Prep program, honors program, community/school service and college guidance 
program are included. Faculty and staff members with advanced degrees and specialized training as well as 
Educational Specialists make up our outstanding staff. Adelphi features small classes with an 8 to 1 
student - teacher ratio in an intimate, safe and caring environment, state of the art facilities and a wide 
variety of after school extra curricular activities and inter-scholastic athletics. Other outstanding and 
unique programs include Project Succeed for college bound students with learning disabilities, Adelphi’s 
Summer School Program, Adelphi’s After School Enrichment Program, Adelphi’s Before School Care 
Program, The Anthony Robbins Leadership and Mentoring Program at Adelphi, The Park Slope Day Camp 
at Adelphi, The Nation Beat Music Program at Adelphi, The Adelphian Players Theatre Program and 
NOVA Gymnastics at Adelphi. 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE FALL OF 2006 


OPEN HOUSE DATE: 
Tuesday, June 13th, 2006, 7:00pm 


9:00pm 


Scholarship Entrance Examination Date: 

Saturday, June 10th, 2006 ^ ll:00am^2:00pm 

Adelphi Academy, 8515 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, New York 11209 
For more information please contact the Office of Academy Admissions 

718.238.3308 ext. 310 • www.adelphiacademy.org 


delicious sushi and caviar, the 
reception was decidedly “Sex & 
the City,” with twentysome- 
things, in gorgeous dresses and, 
you guessed it, Jimmy Choo’s. 
(Youth ain’t wasted on these 
pretty young things.) 

It was a breathtaking affair. 
The voluptuous white rose ar- 
rangements at every table cost 
more than what Smartmom 
spent on her high-heel sandals. 

Despite the cash register 
sound in her ears most of the 
day, Smartmom felt that joy she 
always feels at weddings as she 
watched the radiant bride, in 
her Vera Wang strapless gown, 
dancing like Isadora Duncan 
and felt an openhearted wish 
for the couple’s happiness. 

She knew that no amount of 
money could protect them from 
the sometimes rocky first years 
of marriage. While an abundant 
checking account might limit 
those late-night money worries, 
it wouldn’t make the marriage 
any more loving or stable. 

Five of the 10 people seated 
at Smartmom’s table were di- 
vorced. Some had remarried, 
some had not. When the con- 
versation turned to divorce sta- 
tistics, Smartmom’s aunt said 


smiling, “They shouldn’t let di- 
vorced people into weddings.” 

Smartmom wore her Jimmy 
Choo’s all night. She didn’t even 
take them off when she danced 
an ecstatic hora and helped to lift 
the bride, a lawyer, and the 
groom, a young doctor, up in 
chairs. She even wore them 
when the lead singer, a Tina 
Turner sound-alike, invited all 
the women onto the stage to 
dance to “Proud Mary.” 

At 11 pm, Teen Spirit, look- 
ing mighty dapper in his Men’s 
Warehouse special, started can- 

“It was fun if you like 1980s 
funk music,” he said dismis- 
sively. The Oh So Feisty One, 
who danced the night away, 
was exhausted. And Hepcat, 
who spent most of the evening 
photographing the festivities, 
was also ready to vamoose. 

In the room, Smartmom fi- 
nally took off those sandals and 
noticed some grass, mud and a 
tiny nick on the stiletto heel. 
Somehow that seemed appro- 
priate. Jimmy Choo’s are not an 
amulet against the reality that 
life dishes out, even if they do 
offer a momentary respite from 
it all. She washed the dirt off 
the expensive patent-leather 
and put them back in the box. 

Sleepily, Smartmom surveyed 
their hotel room: Teen Spirit’s tux 
was in a heap on the carpet; 
OSFO was already asleep in her 
pretty pink dress; and Hepcat, af- 
ter tee many martoonis, was a lit- 
tle loopier than usual. 

But Smartmom realized she 
had everything she wanted. 
And it doesn’t come in teal 


Our Camp 


• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 9 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


New this year! 

Young 

Leaders 

Program 


718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

I Summer Enrichment Camp 2006 

PS" 

academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + art + 
band + rockclimbing + horseback riding + bowling H 
nature + swimming + athletic sports + special ( 

= a FUN learning experience 
for children from 4 to 15 years old! 


HELP! CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS REGENTS 


Over 95,000 Books Sold! 

HIGH MARKS: REGENTS CHEMISTRY MADE EASY! 

- BY SHARON WELCHER $10.95 

(College Teacher, Chairperson & Teacher of High School review Courses) 
Easy Review Book with hundreds of questions and solutions for new Regents 

(239) HIGH MARKS: REGENTS PHYSICS MADE EASY! 

*28" - BY SHARON WELCHER $12.95 

Easy Review Book with hundreds of questions and solutions for new Regents 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 



WE PROVIDE: 

• Academic enrichment through exciting 
electives and performing arts 

• Weekly field trips to fun and cultural venues 

• Outdoor pool; Instructional Swim 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

• Mature, experienced, and licensed staff 
who enjoy working with kids 

• A quality experience with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 


Choose from 2 - 8 weeks | 

Session #1 July 3-14 I 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Session #2 July 17-28 I Early Drop 8am 

| Cate Stay 6:00pm 

ACD, HRA, Transit vouchers accepted 

7 1 8-624- 1 992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


&(!©§> 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 


dagic, B< 


ion Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


DRUM LESSONS 


Call Jordan (B.F.A., M.M.) 
(347) 262-7614 


718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


Math Tutor Masters Degree 

(Regents) and college math (includ- 
ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very reason- 


UV II IVj U UU I 


A specialty shop featuring ducduc, NurseryWorks, 
Oeuf, Argington, Phil & Ted's. Peg Perego, 

The Ergo Baby Carrier, New Native Sling, Medela, 
Dr. Brown, Second Nature, Mustela, California Baby, 
Bay Cakes, Jaffa By Oinkbaby, Coccoli, Ooh La La, 
Kee-Ka, Sand Cassel Kids by Goorin, Diaper Dudes, 
Reese Li Baby, Melissa & Doug, Bumpkin Bibs, 
Serena & Lily and dwellbaby 

315 Court St., Brooklyn, between Sackett and Degraw 
718.422.1978 • olababy.com 


Registration 2006/2007 

LIMITED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR OUTSTANDING STUDENTS 


East Midwood Hebrew Day School 


PRE-K . KGN * GRADES 1-8 
Call 718-253-1555 
for an appointment 


Come for a visit to see our renowned 
academic programs at work. 

Learn about our advanced math and science programs 





East Midwood Hebrew Day School 

1256 East 21 Street 

Y * Y 

Between Avenue K & L 


Brooklyn, New York 11210 
Visit us on the web@www.emhds.org 
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Personalized health care that’s off the charts. 

Trusted doctors. Top hospitals. Good people. 

Central Brooklyn Medical Group I 1-800-722-9716 



At Central Brooklyn Medical Group (CBMG), your primary care physician leads a dedicated team 
of specialists to make sure that you get the highest quality care. As a valued member of HIP® 
Health Plan of New York, you receive access to all that CBMG has to offer, including: top doctors 
at nine medical offices conveniently located throughout Brooklyn, same-day appointments, the 
latest technology, on-site X-rays and pharmacies and a friendly concierge service. 

CBMG is affiliated with virtually all of the area’s top hospitals — New York Methodist Hospital , 
Brooklyn Hospital , Long Island College Hospital , and Maimonides Medical Center. 

At Central Brooklyn Medical Group, we have what it takes to take care of you. 

All HIP plans give you access to the quality care provided by Central Brooklyn Medical 
Group. Call us today to learn about the wide range of HIP health plans, including the 
lowest cost HMO in the area. 



The 


» (718) 834-9350 


10, 2006 
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Bathrooms & Tile 





Free Estimates Chris and Gerry 

7 Days a Week (718) 987-8856 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wall over your old. 

Premier Baths, Inc. 

(866) 399-TUBS 


££) J°J™ 

Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 

replaced. Specializing in tile jobs 
- large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry 


Wood Specialties 

We install moulding & crowns. 
Install and fix doors, build walls. We 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 

www.warsaw-painting.com 


Closets 


Closets Plus 

less than a day. Deal Erectly with 

raw (718) 448-8556 mm 


Construction 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

CARPENTER 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Windows • Decks 

• Plastering • Painting 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 

HARDWOOD 

Flooring Specialist 

Call Chris for all your 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 

Wi ndows- Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 

Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

646-261-3267 LC32 

Chattola Construction Co. 

Brownstone Specialist 

Roofing ♦ Waterproofing ♦ Painting 

All Kinds Of Cement Work 
718 755-0039 ❖ 718 659-5616 


Home Improvement 

Pointing • Roofing • Plastering 
Waterproofing • All kinds of cement work 

(718) 436-4469/ (718) 436-5068 


Contractors 


IQ}Rahmann 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 



718-462-2480 


Dream Catcher 
Construction 

(718) 462-2200 

LIC # 1104219 • Insured • Member BBB 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Kitchen & Bath our Specialty 


Sound Improvements 
Sound Investments " 


Sound Proof _ , 

your 2-family home. 

avallone interiors, inc. 
718-499-4820 soundimprovementsnyc.com 


Contractors 


Paris Fields Construction 
for a Better Brownstone 

Specialist. All phases of Restoration, 

(718) 783-4919 
or cell (516) 850-2694 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices, 
mg, tiling, carpentry, and more 


The Total Contractor 


Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 


Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 


Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS •REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

718-745-0722 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 

Specializing in all phases 
of interior renovations 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


ES 


BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 



FREE ESTIMATES 

LIC # 1200326 Insured 

Sergey (646) 591-6056 
Dmitri (718) 669-0898 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Tiling • Painting 

• Plastering • Sheetrock 

• Electrical • Basements 

•Woodflooring ‘Closets 

• Replacement Windows 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 


MAXIMUM 

Construction Works, Corp. 

Brownstone Specialist 
Residential Remodeling 
Roofing & Waterproofing 
Kitchens & Baths 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

mra free estimates mm 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 



Home Improvement Inc 


Interior 





Brownstone Specialist 

Jobs are Owner Supervised 


We have been 
doing a great job 
for over ten years 


Exterior 



Roof Raisers 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


& Bonded 



Electricians 


m 


PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Electricians 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


f fll P ELECTRICAL 
tVt CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 

Hi-Hats Air Condition lines 
5% senior discount 
Family Owned 8c Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Electrician 



Exterminators | 

0 

ABSOLUTE 

DEATH 


Gardening 


f.raci<?us 

'■‘gardens 



Garden Design - Installation - Maintenance 

Kelly Boyle 

718-554-1589 


AbsoluteDeathExterminators.com 


*5b 

Residential & 

Commercial save a Sample 
Since 1 969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 
COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 
Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING -SSi 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 
LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPE OF FENCES 

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC, 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, 

6CU NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles To Choose From 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
required, installed 8c refinished. 
Large selection of lamette flooring. 
Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 

718-720-2555 


Floor Maintenance 


- Ace floors - 



tions, plastering 8c painting. 

(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Gardening 


dig 

gardening'—^ 


design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens Se containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


f i“IT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 



CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work* Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 

Handyman ED 

Reasonable Rates 
Quality Work 

(917) 478-6730 



iiiiww.Locksmith24-7.com 


1 -888-MY-L0CK-FIXED 
(888-695-6253) 


Movers 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414^ 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 


SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 



SIS Licen S ed A Insured «* ^ 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

and Rdfab[e m ° Vin9 ’ ExpenenCed 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 A24 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 

Call '(718 *339-2295 

ICC #447103 A16/38 


We Design & Custom Make: 
Kitchen Cabinets, Vanities, 
Counter Tops, 

Furniture & Bookshelves 
Over 20 yrs Exp. Free Estimates 
Lic#1 147276 Insured 

718-998-1110 A36 



Waterproofing 

Free 7^ g_2 76-85 5 8 


Faux Painting 

Sleep undek the stars every night... in your Otim bedroom! 
Visit .website for demonstration & save up to 20% 

WwW.starScapesfx.com/NYC 
Gail Toll Free 1 (866) 829-7504 



JOSEPH PRESTIA 

HEATING & MECHANICAL 

i GENERAL CONTRACTING 

GAS BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • BATHOOM COMPLETELY REMODELED 
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS • BOILER REWIRING & TROUBLE SHOOTING 
H.I.C. LICJ802801 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Movers (Licensed) 

OFFICIAL MOVING ASK US HOW WE BEAT 

^ STORAGE, INC. MOT *^® MA1ES 

• FREE Tape And Packing Paper 

Boxes With Every Interstate Move 

• FREE Box Delivery And Estimates 

• FREE Mileage 

Thousands of satisfied customers. 
Call us. Fully Licensed & Insured , 

NO CHARGE For Weekends 
NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtime 
NO CHARGE For Stairs 
NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 
NO CHARGE For Crating 
NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 
NO CHARGE For Pianos 

Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 
t Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 



| "Every MOVE is a Master Piece ... And "U" Deserve the Best" B37 1 



Movers (Licensed) 1 

|| Plumbing | 

Bravo Moving 

Local & Long Distance 

718-234-5194 

www.bravomoving.com 

DOT#T3657 1 ICC#5 12516 

Licensed & Insured A24 

Larry Harriton 
Plumbing & Heating Corp 
Park Slope Office 

Over 30 Years Experience 
Lic#1 853 Insured 

Cell 917-620-1571 
Office 71 8-438-1 604^ 

y^^tiunlaln mtven 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 

718-544-1973 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing H ■ 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

L37 

W28 

* D H? r 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 

I Roofing | 

Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Painting g 

BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT ROOFING 

( 718 ) 382-4449 ask for Eric 

24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506 

ns 

j] Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534^ 

| Rubbish Removal | 

GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
l#th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

mmmm 

AMERICAN 

PAINTIlNCj 

Low Price 

SBaKte-., r ^ 


Rubbish Removal 



ADAX 


WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 



A-1 TREE SERVICE 


Lowest Prices • Free Estimates 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Firewood • Free Woodchips 
Pruning • Sukkah Clearance 

(718) 663-6604 


I : JC TREE SERVICE 

No job too big or small 

Tree removal, pruning, 
stump grinding 

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured 

(718) 896-2158 • Cell (917) 721-5356 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

20 Years Experience 



Upholstery 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Recapture the original beauty of your 
fine architectural woodwork. We strip- 
restore-refinish doors, mantels, col- 
umns, shutters, banisters, with remov- 
ers and finishes. Careful and consider- 
ate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
Park Slope Stripping Team @ 71 8-783- 
4112. www. RefinishNY.com. 


718-439-7309 


Security 



Finest Quality 
Painting 

Marvin Rosenberg 
Reasonable Rates 

718 260 9419 AJ5 


flSl'L Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 
• Painting • Skim Coating • Plastering 
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Call (718) 332-7041 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 

No Job too small. Interior/Exterior 
Complete Apt. 81 Ftome Renov. 
Affordable Prices 

718-9216176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470^ 


Plastering 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

Custom Design 8c Restorations^ 



Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 



Commercial. Industrial & Residential 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


Already have a Security System? 



NBFAA C© We Are Fully Insured 

Sir™’' EH (718) 921-3795 


See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com 






















































